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“Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of God, at His disposition, and listening to 
His voice in the depth of our hearts.” 

-Mother Teresa 
 
“God is looking for people to use, and if you can get usable, he will wear you out. The most danger-
ous prayer you can pray is this: ‘Use me.’” 

-Rick Warren 

  
Dear Members and Friends of Union Presbyterian Church, 
For many years, Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane has been an important 
part of my prayer life. In Matthew’s Gospel (Matthew 26:36-46), we read that part of 
Jesus’ prayer in that garden was, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” Not my will but your will... this 
prayer has shaped many of my own prayers over the years. When praying for healing 
of others at the hospital, I try to include an expression of how we hope that God’s 
will is for healing, but we know that ultimately it is God’s will that we wish to be 
done not ours. When praying at Session or Church Committee meetings, I almost 
always include something about “listening for God’s will” and “for our decisions to 
be in line with God’s desires.” I also regularly pray through our church prayer list. 
This list always includes many names of friends and family in need of help. And I’m 
careful when I pray for those on that list. I ask for God’s help but also try to make 
sure that God knows that I know that he’s in charge not me. 
 

There is nothing wrong with how I am praying for 
others. But did you notice what is missing from what 
I’ve shared? Only recently have I noticed it. In the 
prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was not 
praying for others… Jesus was praying for himself. 
And upon reflection I’ve come to see that I am 
MUCH better at praying “God, Your will be done” 
for other people than I am for myself. When other 
people have to deal with the ramifications of what 
God is doing in their lives, it’s easy for me to pray, 
“God, Your will be done.” But when God’s plan is 
going to affect me personally, it’s a whole lot easier 
to pray, “God, could you maybe try doing it my way 
this time… please?  
 

In the book, “Dangerous Prayers: Because Following 
Jesus Was Never Meant to be Safe,” Craig Groeschel 
writes that it is far too easy for us to have “lame” 
prayers (not “lame” like bad but “lame” like the word 
originally meant: crippled or feeble). It is easy to 
cripple our prayers for ourselves. On the one hand, we can pray deeply spiritual pray-
ers for our church, country, world, and neighbors. But when it comes to ourselves, 
our prayers can sound more like our shopping list to God… simply telling God what 
we hope he might do. And this keeps our prayers “safe” but also “lame.” Take the 
prayer from Psalm 139 for instance. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 
 

Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See, if there is any offensive 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. (Psalm 139: 23-24).  

 
Groeschel writes that if we stop to think about it, this prayer is one of the most “…vulnerable, transparent, and 
dangerous prayers” we could pray. He continues by writing that, “Not only is this prayer difficult to pray, but it’s 
even more challenging to apply and live out. Because if you have the courage to pray it, then you’ll need to  
exercise the courage to live what God shows you in reply.” Take a minute to look at what Psalm 139 is asking. 
The author of the prayer opens himself up fully to God, letting God check him out through and through. The  
author asks God to let him know if there is anything that needs to be changed about him or anything he needs to 
be forgiven, and then asks God to lead him WHEREVER God wants him to go. Yikes!  
 
Groeschel argues that the 3 most dangerous prayers we can say are summed up in Psalm 139: SEARCH ME, 
BREAK ME, and SEND ME. He explains that research studies reveal that most people tell multiple lies every 
day. Often we do it for good reasons (like not wanting to hurt someone else’s feelings). But research also shows 
that “…the most common lies are the ones we tell ourselves.”  We rationalize our actions and thoughts and we 
don’t like to face the ugly truths about ourselves. I wonder what it would it look like if we prayed more often, 
“God search my heart and break me so that I might be a better instrument of your love and grace.” What would 
it look like if we humbly held out our lives to God more often and said, “Here it is. It’s all yours. I’m not holding 
anything back. Lord, do with my life what you want.”  I don’t know about you, but I’m betting that if I did this 
more often the prayers I prayed for myself would sound a whole lot less like that shopping list. Instead of asking 
(or “politely” informing) God of what I want him to do for me, I might find myself asking what I could do as 
God’s hands and feet more often instead. 
 
In your own prayer life, do you find yourself misapplying Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane too often like me 
(praying for God’s will to be done for others but praying for your will to be done for you)? If so, maybe it’s time 
for you to pray some truly dangerous prayers! To ask God to search you, break you, and send you. I know it’s 
time for me to pray those prayers a little more often. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor James 
 
 

Worship for August 

 
 

No matter what one believes about when one should be baptized or how it should best be done, the idea of 
“remembering our baptism” should be an important part of all of every Christians faith. But I think that this 
phrase can sound especially strange for church's like ours with infant baptism. What about our baptism are we 
supposed to be remembering? How can you even remember something that happened when you were too young 
to remember it? During the month of August, join us online or at our worship service outside as we look at the 
many ways “our baptism“ collides with our daily lives and may even help us draws closer to God.  

New Sermon Series: Remembering Our Baptism 
*August 2, Galatians 3:26-29- “Remember Who 
You Are” 

-Celebration of the Lord’s Supper for the 
Summer Quarter 

*August 9, 1 Corinthians 12:12-20- “Remember 
Where You Belong” 
*August 16, Titus 3- “Remember What You Are” 
*August 23, 2 Corinthians 4:7-18- “Remember 
What You Have” 
*August 30, Colossians 3- “Remember How To 
Live” 
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Worship in the Midst of the Coronavirus 
 
Over the last month, Union’s Elders have tried to reach out to 
many of you about what your hopes are regarding worship in the 
midst of the coronavirus.  The hope has been to try and get a feel 
for how comfortable people are with returning to worship inside, 
how satisfied individuals are with outside worship, and what plans 
we might make moving forward. The response we’ve received has 
been mixed. There is a good group ready to get back inside. There 
are some that for health reasons are going to be staying out of all 
crowds for the foreseeable future. There are others who wish to 
remain outside for now (and even a couple who wish we could 
worship outside every week). 
 
Session talked long and hard and did a good deal of praying about how we should move forward. Session 
wants to meet all the needs of the congregation: providing worship opportunities for those who need to  
remain at home, those who wish to stay outside, and for those ready to come inside. However, at the last    
session meeting it was hard for elders to get past the fact that at this time both incidents of new  
coronavirus cases and hospitalizations associated with Covid-19 were trending up in Gaston County.  
Session found this troubling, and does not wish to put members of our congregation in undue risk.  
 
 

Therefore at the July 19 meeting, Session decided that for the time being we would con-
tinue to worship outside and provide online worship bulletins for those worshiping from 
home. The hope is that in the near future, coronavirus cases in our county will begin 
trending down. Session is committed to keep an eye on those numbers, and will even 
have a called meeting if necessary to consider moving worship inside once these condi-
tions are more favorable.   
 
 
 
Although we remain “on pause” for worshiping inside, Union’s session and committees have been hard at 
work:  

-Pew pads, hymnals, and Bibles have been temporarily removed from the Sanctuary and the pews 
have been taped off to allow for social distancing once inside worship is resumed. 
-Signs have been made to help corral people to enter from the Main Rotunda and exit from worship 
through the two Sanctuary doors when we start up again.  
-Signs have also been made to let people know when the bathrooms have been cleaned and if the 
Sanctuary is available for use. 
-A policy has been put into place about requiring masks when we worship inside and a plexiglass 
stand is being constructed for the pulpit (so Pastor James can preach without a mask). 
-Work has been done to practice projecting information for an entire service (so that potentially 
“germy” paper bulletins won’t be printed at the church but still made available online for individuals 
to print at home if desired).  
-Session has also begun allowing small groups to use the church building again. LifeSpan has returned 
to the building and the Tuesday morning Bible Study is meeting. Other small groups able to  
appropriately socially distance inside are once again encouraged to use the church building (these 
church small groups would need to get permission from the Session before they begin meeting). 

 
Session wishes to thank all of you as our church tries to navigate this very unique and challenging situation. 
Session looks forward to the day when we can safely meet together inside for worship. We pray that it will be 
soon. If you have questions or concerns about where Union is headed in terms of worship, we hope that you 
will talk with one of our Session Elders or with Pastor James. Thanks again! 
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School Tools Collection—We’ve Been Challenged! 
The need for school supplies will be huge this year because students cannot share supplies and each student 
must have their own.  We have a School Tools collection competition going on with New Hope & Robinson 
Memorial Presbyterian churches (see the challenge letter on the next page).  These supplies will go to New 
Hope, Bess, and Robinson Elementary schools.  If there is an over abundance of supplies, they will also be 
used at Forestvew High School.  Listed below are the items needed…..we can’t let those other churches out 
give us!  The red barrel is outside the main entrance to collect these supplies.  Let’s bless the children in    
Jesus’ name and win the competition for goodness’ sake!  
 
Items needed: 

• Wooden #2 pencils (no lead or mechanical pencils) 

• Yellow highlighters 

• Washable markers (10 classic colors) 

• Child safety scissors 

• Jumbo glue sticks 

• Pencil Cap erasers (bulk) 

• 1 and 1 1/2 inch three-ring binder notebooks 

• bottles of pump hand sanitizer (60% and higher alcohol content) 

• boxes of crayola crayons (24 count) 

• Bottles of hand soap (to use with water) 

• Colored Pencils (24 colors) 

• Individual Pencil Sharpeners 
 

 
 
Stephen’s Stump 
We have begun the transformation process on the Stephen’s Stump 
property. A chapel, an outdoor trail, and amphitheater in the woods 
behind the cemetery, a community box of supplies...all of these  
projects are to make this property a place of sanctuary for the  
community.  You are invited to share with us if you so desire. We 
invite you to give us your opinion about any of these additions to  
Stephen’s Stump or to help in the construction.  If you would like to 
be a part of making these changes happen, please contact Witness &   
Service Committee. 

 
 

Kindness Challenge 
Don’t forget our Kindness Challenge.  The next 2 week challenge will be to reach out to shut-ins.  What a 
great need there is for touching their lives during this season!  So many are quarantined and just a card, a call 
or small gift helps them know they are important, remembered and loved.   

 
 
 
 
 

UNION  
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On our website is a method for you to give offerings with an app called 
Tithe.ly.  Please note that if you choose to use this app, the Church Treasurer 
and the Administrative Assistant are the only ones who have  access to the   
information.  If you choose to use this method of giving, the following  infor-
mation will be needed: 

• Name 

• Email address (necessary) 

• Physical address and phone number (non essential if you are a 
church member) 

• Card or bank information 

Please note:  If you want to use this app regularly, simply click on "remember me," add a password or pin 
and your information will be saved.  There is a 2.9 % plus $.30 per transaction on credit/debit cards and 1% 
plus $.30 per transaction on bank transactions.  These fees are charged to the church.  You may include these 
fees in your giving if you so desire; they are calculated automatically.  If you choose not to include the fees, 
the amount you give less the fees is deposited to the church while you receive full credit for the amount you 
give on your contribution statement. 

Tithe.ly will email you a notification of each transaction you make and a contribution statement will be 
emailed to you by Tithe.ly at the end of each year.   

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
This special offering, normally received at Easter,  is the 
single, largest way that Presbyterians join together to share 
God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the world.  
This year because of the pandemic, we were not able to 
meet and take this very important offering.  During the 
month of September we will receive this offering so we ask that you prayerfully consider joining with us in 
the One Great Hour of Sharing.  These funds will be used to provide relief from natural disasters, food for the 
hungry and support for the poor and oppressed.  Let us fulfill the Word of God, “You shall be called repair-
ers of the breach.”  Isaiah 58 

  
Communion 
Please join us as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the outside worship service on Sunday, August 2 with  
prepackaged communion cups and wafers  Amid the coronavirus, we have decided to celebrate the Lord’s  
Supper quarterly for the time being and this Sunday will be our opportunity to celebrate communion during 
the summer. 
 

 
Pandemic Project 
An interesting story in a Presbyterian magazine told about an old 
church who looked back in its Session minutes to see how their 
church dealt with the early 1900’s Spanish flu pandemic.  To their 
surprise, there was no history of it recorded in the church minutes.  In 
light of our desire to be good witnesses of our faith during the  
coronavirus pandemic, Session has approved a project in which we 
wish to record how Union lives were affected during this time. We are 
asking each family who wish to participate to write 3 or 4 sentences 
(no more than 4 please) about how your life has been affected and include a picture of yourself  
or your family.  For our members and friends who participate in the life of our church, we are including a   
postage-paid, pre-addressed postcard on which you can let us know if you are willing to share your   
experience. It also gives you the opportunity to tell us if you need  help including a picture.  We hope you  
will join us in helping our future generations see how faith in God brought us through this challenging time.  
Please call the church office for any additional information/help you need. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
June 2020 

 

           
            June                 Year to Date 
 

Revenue       $20,367                $111,495 
Expenses        14,387       110,245     
            +5,980                   + 1,250 
 
 
 
Monthly Budget Requirements      $19,124 
   
  
    
If you have any questions regarding the finan-
cial information of the Church, please feel free 
to contact Martha Simmons, Disbursing 
Treasurer, or any member of the Finance 
Committee.  Martha is responsible for dis-
bursements only.  Questions regarding your 
financial giving to the Church should be di-
rected to Billy Wilson, Treasurer.   
 

 

PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER CALENDAR 

August 2 
Cherryville First 
107 West Academy Street 
Cherryville, NC 28021 
jchampion@fpccnc.org 
 

August 9 
Clinchfield 
87 Greenwood Drive 
Marion, NC 28752 
lauraclong@aol.com 
 
 

August 16 
Columbus 
21 Peniel Road 
Columbus, NC 28722 
cpcatpeniel@windstream.net 

 

August 23 
Conley Memorial 
13853 US 221 North 
Marion, NC 28752 
conleymemorialpresbyterian@gmail.com 
 

August 30 
Crossnore 
P.O. Box 386 
Crossnore, NC 28616 
crospres@yahoo.com 

August 
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Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Sherry Maples 

Music Director/Accompanist 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


