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Jesus says, “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in and eat with him, and he with me.”  

Revelation 3:20 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Union Presbyterian Church, 
 

I have to be honest with you, I love this 
cartoon about prayer. Mostly I love it be-
cause it hits a little too close to home. There 
is a part of me, deep down that would love 
God to ask me for my advice. Sometimes, 
it’s just so hard to figure out what God is up 
to. I would love for God to do things my 
way for a change… at least until I stop and 
think about what a disaster that would end 
up being! It is much better that God remains 
God. You and I, are meant to listen and fol-
low. 
 

Recently, I have been reading the book, 
“Anatomy of a Revived Church,” by Thom 
S. Rainer. In the book, Rainer records infor-
mation his team found by looking through 
data of hundreds of church congregations 
that were shrinking (some even facing clo-
sure), but each church somehow began 
growing again (spiritually and/or numerically). 
 

Rainer argues that there was one thing that every single one of these churches had in 
common. He writes that it was rare that church leaders would even tell his team that 
this played a role in helping the revitalization of their church. But when his team 
looked into it, every single church with significant and ongoing church revitalization 
had a sustained and persistent prayer ministry. 
 

That is saying something isn’t it? Rainer writes that often these prayer ministries 
started small, maybe with just one “prayer warrior” organizing a prayer group. Often 
in the beginning there were just 3-4 people praying together. But they came together 
consistently, they prayed persistently, and it is was the prayer ministry in that church 
that grew first. 
 

This makes a lot of sense. I found a good definition for “prayer warrior” on the 
“Compelling Truth” website. It describes a prayer warrior as someone who under-
stands what prayer is (communication with God... both speaking and hearing from 
Him). It is someone who humbly recognizes that it is an extreme privilege to com-
municate with the Creator of the Universe (who is “able” to do far more than we can 
ever ask or think). It is someone who in time finds that their prayers are being an-
swered more and more often (not because they any sway over God but because their 
heart is becoming more aligned with God’s heart so that the things they request are 
part of God’s plan already). 
 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
A prayer ministry isn’t just a group of people gathering to put together a list of requests to send off to God in 
prayer (even though that alone is a very good thing). A prayer ministry is a group of “prayer warriors” who are 
carefully listening to discover where God is already at work, so they can jump in and join with what God is do-
ing. Are you a prayer warrior? Do you wish you were one? Do you have the passion to try to be one here at Un-
ion? We are always looking for them, so that our church can continue to get better and better at figuring out what 
God is doing, rather than waiting around for God to ask us for our advice!   
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor James 
 
 

Worship in May 
Starting in the middle of May, we will be working our way to Pentecost Sunday by looking at the role the Holy 
Spirit plays in our lives. Join us as we examine how the Holy Spirit communicates, guides and directs, and em-
powers us as followers of Christ. What an incredible gift we have been given by receiving the Holy Spirit!  
 

Continued Series: “4 Upside Down Stories”  
May 3; Luke 15: 11-32, “Prodigal Son” 
May 10; Luke 16: 1-13, “The Shrewd Manager” 

New Series: “ Journey with the Spirit” 
May 17; Luke 24:44–53, “The Spirit Calls” 

-Celebration of Ascension Day 
May 24; Romans 8:22–27, “The Spirit Intercedes” 

-Memorial Day Weekend 
May 31; Galatians 5:22-26, “The Spirit Moves” 

-Pentecost Sunday 

 
 
Haikus that Give God the Glory! 
Check out the following Haikus submitted to the church the first week of May! A big thank you to Nancy New-
man, Jack and  Fiona Holeman, Julia Craig, Sally McGinnis, Pastor James, Kelly Digh, and even 3 anonymous 
folks for submitting the poems! Please enjoy them! 

  

God is really good 
He can save you from bad things 
God is our Savior 

Blessed be our King 
Who walks with us in this world 
Holy and Divine 

Faith within from God, 
Great power of creation, 
Mountains fail to stand 

God is with us now 
More than ever we need grace 
We are not alone. 

Almighty Father, 
Hold us, keep us, protect us 
Almighty Father! 

God’s amazing grace 
Falls like rain on dry parched land 
Saves a wretch like me 

Based on John 3:16 
God so loved the world 
Believe in his given Son 
For Life eternal 

Based on Psalm 23 
There’s our Good Shepherd! 
He leads, protects, and renews… 
Even when it’s grim. 

Based on Psalm 5:1-3 
Please hear my words, Lord 
Hear all my pleas each morning 
I watch for my King. 

On my knees I fall 
Surrounded by your glory 
Sing Hallelujah! 

I have Christ’s strength now 
I have his strength in all things 
Christ’s love empowers 

Grace, glorious grace 
What a gift He gives to us 
Grace, glorious grace! 
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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fonthespotphotomagnets.com%2Fframe-store%2Fpurple-vines-plain%2F&psig=AOvVaw3EesQffKuqIcqHNkTYofk3&ust=1588800758008000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCNjZnWnekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABA9
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Worship Offerings at Union in the Midst of Crisis 
If you are anything like me, you are probably itching to get back to worship. Although we have been trying to 
remain connected during all the restrictions brought on by this coronavirus, it is not the same as actually being 
together to worship and serve our Lord… 
 

In March and April, Union’s Session met to determine a path through this crisis. There was a consensus that 
we should both (a) try to do what is lawful and (b) when things “open back up,” we should take things slow. 
We care too much to put our loved ones at undo risk. 
 

Starting Soon: 
After this Friday when our region moves to NC State Phase 1, there will be a two major changes at Union: 
 

• We will begin having church office hours again but at a reduced amount. The office will be open 
for 2 hours Monday to Friday, from 10 AM- 12 PM. 

• If there is no spike in the coronavirus cases in our local region, we plan to begin provided outdoor 
worship each Sunday at 10 AM starting May 24. Don’t forget to bring your own chair and an 
umbrella if necessary. If it starts getting hot, we may consider starting even a little earlier. No Sun-
day school or Sunday afternoon youth will be offered at this time. 

 
We will continue to offer ways to worship remotely: 

(1) Sundays: You can use the menu on our webpage labeled “Worship Online” to get to our weekly 
online bulletin. This bulletin will still include liturgy, prayers, links to music, the weekly message from 
Pastor James, and a video for children that relates to the Scripture passage. 
(2) Tuesdays: You can use the menu on our webpage labeled “Worship Online” to connect to a daily 
(M-F) devotion written by Pastor James. Then each Tuesday, join a zoom meeting at 7 PM, to talk 
about what has been read. You can connect your smart phone or computer to this meeting by down-
loading the zoom app at https://zoom.us/download.  Then you can join the Bible discussion by typing 
in: 

• Meeting ID#: 795-0277-8022 
• Password: John1-21 (no spaces) 

(3) Thursdays: Join us at 7 PM for a group prayer conference call. We will spend time sharing our 
prayer concerns with one another and end in prayer. All you need is a phone to join us! At 7 PM 
we invite you to call (701) 802-5058 and then punch into the phone the access code: 4694513#.  

(4) Monday-Friday: Pray every night at 7 PM. Each weekday you can use the menu on our webpage  
labeled “Worship Online” to access a daily prayer compiled by Nancy Newman to help inspire your 
own daily prayer.  

 

In the Future: 
At this point, it looks like when our region of the state is allowed to move to NC Phase 2, we will make the 
following additions. 
1. Office Hours will return to normal (Tuesday- Friday from 9 AM- 1 PM) 
2. Committees should start meeting again. We know that there are a number of items that need to be       
addressed before we can worship in the building. Outdoor worship will continue and committees will work 
through a list of issues relevant to their area of expertise. When the committees have finished this work, the 
Session has approved it, the Session is comfortable with us to start, and it is legal, we will come back together 
inside for worship. We will be planning for that first time of worship inside together to be a true celebration! 
 

Session has made some additional decisions: 
1. After a discussion with youth leaders, the Youth mission trip to Charleston has been canceled for this 
Summer. 
2.  After a discussion with our VBS team, the originally planned date for Vacation Bible School in June has 
been taken off the calendar. The SOC Committee and VBS leaders will need to talk about what (if any) new 

arrangements should be made. 
 

“I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly  
remember you in my prayers. Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy.” 

1 Timothy 1:3-4  

https://zoom.us/download
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
March 2020 

 

                     March               Year to Date 
Revenue      $21,073             $59,330 
Expenses       20,594               66,391     
                479               - 7,061 
 
 
Monthly Budget Requirements      $19,124 
   
     

If you have any questions regarding the  
financial information of the Church, please 

feel free to contact Martha Simmons,  
Disbursing Treasurer, or any member of the 

Finance Committee.  Martha is responsible for  
disbursements only.  Questions regarding your 

financial giving to the Church should be  
directed to Billy Wilson, Treasurer.   

 

PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER CALENDAR 

May 3 
Banner Elk 
P.O. Box 158 
Banner Elk, NC 28604 
BePresChurch@skybest.com 
 
May 10 
Belmont First 
P.O. Box 1 
Belmont, NC 28012 
ssmith@fpc-belmont.org 
 
May 17 
Bessemer City First 
P.O. Box 365 
Bessemer City, NC 28016 

May 24 
Black Mountain 
P.O. Box 39 
Black Mountain, NC 28711 
info@bdrpcdenise@citcom.org 
 
May 31 
Brevard-Davidson River  
249 East Main Street 
Brevard, NC 28712 
bdrpcdenise@citcom.net 

mailto:BePresChurch@skybest.com
mailto:ssmith@fpc-belmont.org
mailto:info@bdrpcdenise@citcom.org
mailto:bdrpcdenise@citcom.net
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F414542340693499189%2F&psig=AOvVaw3BOkqmnp79PpKmHBwwZMfZ&ust=1588803276718000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDJrNffnekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Sherry Maples 

Music Director/Accompanist 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


