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Dear Members and Friends of Union Presbyterian Church, 
I have a confession to make. I tend to not be a super big fan of prewritten prayers. 
I’ve always wished that I was more spontaneous and eloquent so I wouldn’t need to 
use so many of them during worship on Sunday mornings. I actually rarely use pre-
written prayers in my personal prayer. I also tend to skip prewritten prayers at the end 
of devotion books I’m reading and just use my own prayer instead. I guess I was al-
ways taught that prayer was first and foremost about communicating with God and 
that a heart-felt personal prayer was usually the best. 
 
My thoughts on this have been challenged recently by a book I’ve read by Tish Har-
rison Warren entitled, “Prayer in the Night: For those Who Work or Watch or 
Weep.” In the opening chapters of the book, Warren describes a period of her life 
when she moved to a new region and suffered through a challenging pregnancy that 
ended in a terrible miscarriage. Warren and her husband are both Anglican Priests 
and her book, “Prayer in the Night,” is an exploration of what you might pray when 
you desire to be close to God but have run out of words. What do you do when you 
want to trust God but you are bone-weary and heartbroken and are searching for 
someway to find rest in “the vast mystery of God, the surety of God’s power, and the 
reassurance of God’s goodness?” 
 
The place Warren found help was in the “Compline.” The Compline is the evening 
prayer section in the Anglican Book of Common Prayer. Warren believes that it is 
the prayers included in this section of the Book of Common Prayer that are the best 
for when you are feeling as she was. Isn’t it at night when we most often “feel alone, 
even in a house full of sleeping bodies?” It’s it at night when we feel the smallest and 
most vulnerable? Warren writes that the darkness of nighttime can amplify our fears 
and anxiety. Without the distractions of the day, isn’t it during the night when we 
find ourselves worrying the most about the day ahead, everything that went wrong 
the day before, and we remember our sorrows? Like most prayer books, the Com-
pline includes prayers of confessions, Scripture readings, times for silence, and a 
whole lot of written prayers to choose between. But for Warren, the prayer that stood 
out most to her from the Compline was: 
 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, 
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; 
give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 
shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 

 

The remainder of Warren’s book,“Prayer of the Night,” walks through each line of 
this prayer and why she found it so meaningful to her. But part way through reading 
her book I had to stop and think a bit. This book made me take a long look at myself. 
I’ve realized I have both the same need as Warren to just sometimes rest in the mys-
tery of God. I just don’t tend to use prefabricated prayers to do it. For me it’s music 
and Scripture. There are certain Scripture passages that I come back to over and over 
again, so that I can just rest in God’s word. Some of the passages I go to like this are 
Psalm 23, Job 38-41, 1 Peter 2:1-10, Psalm 121, and Hebrews 11-12. The same is 
true with music. There are certain songs that I listen to over and over again. 

 

[continued on next page]  
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Some of my hymns and worship songs I love to listen to over and over 
are: “Lift High the Cross,” “It is Well," “Lord Reign in Me,” “God of 
Wonders,” “Our God is in Control,” and “You Say.” I may not use 
many prefabricated prayers… but I use these songs and Scriptures like 
Warren uses prefabricated prayers. I use them to express a longing 
and desire for God when I can’t find my “own” words to express what 
I’m feeling and need. I wonder if all of us need “Prayers for Night” 
sometimes… whether they’re well worn prayers, songs, or Scriptures 
that we can offer to God when our words are not enough. 
 
By the way… did you know Presbyterians have a Book of Common 
Worship (like the Anglican Book of Common Prayer)?  And sure 
enough, the “Keep Watch” prayer Warren likes so much is one option 
in the section of the Book of Common Worship under “Prayers at the 
Close of Day.” Recently, I’ve found another prayer in the Presbyterian 
Book of Common Worship that has been a comfort for me on recent 
nights when I’ve awoken and have trouble falling back asleep: 
 

O God our Creator, by whose mercy and might the world turns 
safely into darkness and returns again to light: We give into 
your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only 
those things which you bless will prosper. To your great love and protection we commit each other 
and all for whom we have prayed, knowing that you alone are our sure defender, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor James 
 
 
 

Worship in April & May 
During the months of April and May, we hope that you will join us for 2 unique sermon series during  
worship. First, in April we will spend time in the Lectionary, looking at passages from Acts 3 & 4 and  
exploring some of the actions of the early church. With many of the changes we see in today’s culture, the 
early church’s decisions about how to engage society might be more relevant to us than ever! Join us as we 
explore some of the early choices of the body of Christ! 
 
Then join us as we explore how the Ascension and Pentecost fit together! Please note that we will be  
celebrating the Lord’s Supper on May 2! We hope that you will be able to join us!!  

New Lectionary Series: Early Acts Church Acts 
April 11; Acts 4:32-37, “So… Was the Early Church a Bunch of Hippies?” 
April 18; Acts 3:1-19, “Two Little & To Late” 
April 25; Acts 4:1-12, “Standing on the Cornerstone” 
 

New Sermon Series: Coming Together- Ascension & Pentecost 
May 2; Genesis 11: 1-9, “Shaken not Stirred” 

-Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
May 9; John 17: 6-26, “Family Reunion” 

-Mother’s Day 
May 16;  Psalm 2, “Coronation Day” 

-Ascension Sunday 
May 23; Acts 2:1-21, “Rush, Rush” 

-Pentecost Sunday 
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Covid 19 Update  
In the attempts to help Union begin to take more steps toward normalcy, The Session prayerfully made 2  
decisions this March: 

(1) Use of Facility: Starting this May- church members 
and regular attenders can begin reserving the church 
Fellowship Hall and Youth Building for special non-
church related events again. Of course, surfaces will 
need to be diligently cleaned/disinfected after use, and 
there will be expectations for appropriate social distanc-
ing. Currently, room usage numbers would need to be 
under 85 for the Fellowship Hall and 20 for the Youth 
Building (these numbers likely will go up or down 
based on how the impact of Covid-19 changes in our 
region over the next months). If you are interested in 
using the church for a family event, we encourage you 
to get a reservation form from the office today. 

 
(2) Multiple Use of Rooms: Starting immediately, the Session has relaxed how often most rooms in 
the church can be used. There is still an expectation that groups will thoroughly disinfect surfaces 
after use but the 3 day time restriction between room usage has been lifted. Rooms that cannot be dis-
infected (like the Sanctuary and Parlor continue to require a 3 day time restriction between uses). 
 
Session hopes that these changes will allow the church building to be used more frequently but still 
in a safe manner. Session looks forward to the day when the inside of the church building is used ac-
tively by all ages of our congregation again!! 

 
 
 

 

The Blessing Box 
 
What a blessing it is to us to see the response of the  
community to the Blessing Box in which we meant to 
bless others!  We are constantly in need of supplies 
since this outreach has been such a success. Here are 
some non-perishable items needed for families:  Instant 
oatmeal/pouches, Instant grits/pouches, Nutella or pea-
nut butter, Crackers/saltine, Beans & Weenies, Spam, 
Tuna/cans or pouches, Chicken/cans or pouches, 
Dried/canned beans, Canned vegetables, Dried/canned 
fruits, Rice/box, pouch or bag, Jars of gravy sauce, Jars 
of spaghetti sauce, Meal kits/tuna, hamburger, chicken 
helper, Box of Mac & Cheese.  Also needed are snacks 
such as:  Fruit roll-ups/gummy fruit snacks, Crack-
ers/single serving sizes, Juice boxes/single serving siz-
es, Chewy Granola bars, Nutri-Grain bars, Tuna in a 
pouch, Chips/single serving sizes, Cup of noodles, 
Water/smallest bottles, Cookies/single serving size, 
Toaster pastries, Cereal/single serving.  If you have 
items you would like to donate to this ministry, we have 
a red barrel at the main entrance to the church in which 
you may place items.  
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PneuMatrix Corner 
Starting Sunday, April 11 at both services there will be a basket of items sup-
plied to us by the Union Road Library.  The library under the leadership of 
Rene Crump will be bringing items to share with a monthly theme.  They will 
also be working with us in outreach to the community, such as supplying items 
for the Blessing Box, making known to others about the medical supplies 
available at Union and distribution of our flyers in the library.  They are really 
excited to hear about our walking trail and expressed an interest in the library 
using it for a “story walk” when it is completed.  They also want to help us 
during Vacation Bible School in July and the Communication & Technolo-
gy Committee “Welcome Bags” when we are able to start distribution 
again.  We share a common desire to be connected in outreach in the com-
munity so there may be even more ways in the future we can work together.  
Be sure to stop by and check out some books and thank Rene for making this 
new partnership possible. 

 

Get Involved! Join a Committee!!  
With church activities largely shut down for over a year, Union Church finds itself in an interesting place. Not 
only do we want to get things started up again, but we also want to look hard at the ministries the church is in-
volved in to see how they line up with our church’s current mission statement to: (1) Actively share the Good 
News of Christ to the students of Forestview High School, (2) Become a church of Missionally focused 
groups, (3) Communicate the Gospel in worship and in the community through a variety of modern media 
platforms, and (4) Enthusiastically welcome new additions of the community/ be a place of Christian hospitali-
ty to our region.  
 
Committees are now hard at work to look at how to reboot old and well-loved programs, experiment with 
some new projects, and revamp those things that could work even better moving forward. It is an exciting time 
to be working in our committees. But more than ever, committees need your help! Are you currently serving 
on a committee? Even if you don’t think that “normally” committee work is your thing, we strongly encourage 
you to get involved in a committee (at least for the near future)! Help shape what Union church will look like 
for years to come!! Where does your interest lie? 

-Worship & Commitment Committee. Looks at all things involved in our worship services includ-
ing: music, special services, Communion, time & number of services, use of technology during wor-
ship, choir/special music, and bulletins. W&C currently meets on the 2nd Sunday of the Month after 
the final worship service. 
-Witness & Service Committee. Looks at the impact that Union wishes to have in the community in-
cluding: participation in mission trips, community service programs, special mission offerings, and en-
couraging new membership. W&S regularly meets on the 2nd Sunday of the month at 2:30 PM. 
-Strengthening of the Church Committee. Looks at how to strengthen the congregation through 
Christian education and fellowship including: Sunday school for all ages, programing for youth and 
children, all church events involving food and fellowship, and Vacation Bible School. SOC regularly 
meets on the 1st Sunday of month at 2:30 PM. 
-Communication & Technology Committee. Looks at maintaining the technology of the church, sup-
ports the technological aspects of other committee’s programs, and works to improve communication 
of church ministries to the congregation and community. C&T regularly meets on the 1st Thursday of 
the month by Zoom at 6 PM. 
-Building & Ground Committee. Works at maintaining the building and grounds of the church while 
helping support the ministries of the church that occur on church property. B&G regularly meets on the 
1st or 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6 PM. 
 

Maybe this month you might give a committee meeting a try! Because of Holy Week & Easter a few of the 
meetings have unique times!  Sunday, April 11:  12 PM Worship & Commitment, 1 PM Strengthening of the 
Church, 2:30 PM Witness & Service, Tuesday, April 13:  6 PM Building & Grounds, Thursday, April 15:  
6 PM by zoom, Communications & Technology. 
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
We invite you to join us each Tuesday morning at 10 AM in the 
parlor for a study on the book of Isaiah.  This is a good time to 
join because we are just beginning to move from looking at past 
promises in Isaiah to future prophecies.  

 
God Sighting! 
After worship Sunday, Nathalia, Sofia, Owen and I went to the 
cemetery to visit their Dad and Grandpa Henry’s grave.  Owen 
and Sofia always sit down and talk to their Dad and Grandpa.  It 
really tugs at my heart strings.  Owen asked if he could pray.  He 
opened his bulletin and read the 23rd Psalm which was James’ 
sermon.  I know all of heaven was radiating the smiles of Daniel 
and Henry.  Rita Jumper 

 
 

Heartfelt Thanks 
A heartfelt “Thank You!” for your calls and cards during my health issues.  I am doing much better.  All of 
you are in my thoughts and prayers often.  Thank you again, With Christ, Oleida 
 

 
WESTMINISTER CATECHISM 4 EVERYONE 
On April 11, we will resume our study of the Westminster shorter catechism.  
This study has something for people of ALL AGES and ALL PLACES in their 
walk of faith! We will be exploring a question from the Westminster Shorter 
Catechism each Sunday at 4:30 pm out by the cement pad next to the youth 
building. Don’t forget to bring a chair! 
 

Children and Youth are encouraged to arrive a little early! At 4:00 pm they 
will be checking in and doing some fun yet “appropriately socially distant”  
activities!  
 
Then they will join with the adults to learn the Catechism, answer questions, and 
dig in a little deeper to each Q&A with a connected Bible Study! 

 
 
 

Movie Night 
We invite you to come, bring chairs, blankets to an outdoor family movie night on Friday, April 16.  Rain 
date for the movie night is Friday, April 23.   
 
 

A Blessed Reacquaintance! 
Recently we were blessed to make contact with Mrs. Miriam K. MacDowell, age, 94,  whose husband,   
Reverend Norman MacDowell, served as pastor at Union Presbyterian Church in the 1960s.   We sent her a 
bulletin and began sending the newsletter per her request.  We received such a beautiful note from her which 
we share an excerpt:  “I have a mental picture of the many people gathering for worship and fellowship.  All 
the smiles, warm greetings and sincerity add up to a joyful experience.  You probably have technology that 
did not exist when Norman was pastor too.  When I read a name that is familiar, it opens up a door to other 
names, family connections and events.  I sort of feel like I have been there for a visit when I finish reading a 
newsletter.  I like old houses and old furniture so it is nice to have old memories to match.  May God bless all 
that you do and plan for the work and the worship of God in these days.  The future of Union is bright be-
cause of people like you.”   Love Miriam 
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FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF 
FEBRUARY 2021 

 

       February                 Year to Date 
Revenue   $50,674                    $66,221 
Expenses    52,512           67,054     
        -1,838                         - 833 
 
 
 
Monthly Budget Requirements           $18,958 
  
 
      

If you have any questions regarding the  
financial information of the Church, please feel 

free to contact Martha Simmons, Disbursing 
Treasurer, or any member of the Finance  

Committee.  Martha is responsible for  
disbursements only.  Questions regarding your 

financial giving to the Church should be  
directed to Jason Morrison, Treasurer.   

 

PRESBYTERY  

PRAYER  

CALENDAR 

April 4     West Avenue, P.O. Box 12662, Gastonia, NC 28052, wapc@charlotte.twcbe.com 

 

April 11   Westminster, 15 Overbrook Place, Asheville, NC 28805, westminsterpc@bellsouth.net 

 

April 18   Arbor Dale, P. O. Box 235, Banner Elk, NC 28604, arbordale@skybest.com 

 

April 25   Asheville First, 40 Church Street, Asheville NC 28801, office@fpcashevilled.org 
 

mailto:westminsterpc@bellsouth.net
mailto:arbordale@skybest.com
mailto:office@fpcashevilled.org
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 
 

2  
       6 PM 

Procession 

of the Cross 

3  10 AM 

Easter Egg     
Hunt 

 

Sabado de 
Gloria 

4   7:30 AM 

   Sunrise Service 
          8 AM 

Breakfast 
9 AM 

Indoor Service 

5 6 
10 AM 
 Bible  
Study 

7 
7 PM 
Choir 

Rehearsal 
 
 

8 9 
 
 

 

10 
 

11   12 PM 

       W & C 
1 PM 
SOC 

2:30 PM 
W & S 
4 PM 

Children & 
Youth 

4:30 PM 
Westminster 

Class 
All Ages 

12 13 
 

10 AM 
 Bible  
Study 

 
 
 

6 PM 
B & G 

 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 PM 
Choir 

Rehearsal 
 
 

15 
 
 

 

 

 

6 PM 

C & T 

(VIA ZOOM) 

16 
 
 

 
 
 

Outdoor  
Movie  
Night 

17 
 

18  
 

2:30 PM 
Session 
Meeting 

 

19 20 
10 AM 
 Bible  
Study 

21 
 

7 PM 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

22 

 

23 
 
 

24 

25 
 

26 

 

 

2710 AM 

 Bible  
Study 

 

Presbytery 
Meeting 

28 
 

7 PM 
Choir 

Rehearsal 

29 30 
 

 

 

 

 

8 PM 

PASTOR STUDY LEAVE 
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April 16  Outdoor Movie Night 

April 27  Presbytery Meeting 

July 26-30  Vacation Bible School 

Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Sherry Maples 

Music Director/Accompanist 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


