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Sanctuary Painting 

January 6-January 17 

 

Faithful Fellowship 

with Food (FFF) 

January 19 

 

Faith & Healing Service 

January 26 

 

Session Retreat 

January 26 
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Dear Members and Friends of Union Presbyterian Church, 
 

In the book, “Nenshu and the Tiger: Parables of Life and Death,” Martin Bell        
describes the difference between putting together picture puzzles and playing card 
games. He argues that puzzles only need time. All the pieces were designed to fit  
together. They “… may take a long time to complete, but patience and persistence 
will be rewarded.” Playing a game like gin rummy is completely different. Every 
time it is your turn, you are making decisions based about a future that is unknown. 
You don’t know what is in the deck. You don’t know what is in the other player’s 
hands. Bell writes that he prefers the puzzles, because it is relaxing and he knows 
everything is going to work out in the end. Unfortunately Christian life is more like 
the card game. We might know how it will turn out (with Christ’s return), but that 
end has nothing to do with your or my actions and we have no idea when or how   
exactly Christ’s return will eventually be played out.  
 

One of my favorite parables that Jesus taught is the parable of the net. The parable 
comes from Matthew 13:47-50. Here it is: 
 

Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the 
lake and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up 
on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but 
threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels 
will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the 
blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

At first glance, this parable sounds like life in the Kingdom of God is sort of like  
putting together a puzzle. How should we live our lives? Simple… we just need to be 
good fish! However, upon closer examination, the parable turns out to be a little more 
tricky. Firstly, did you know that in the original Greek, the word “fish” is never     
actually used in this parable? The net being described is the kind of net that is 
dragged across the water. The parable is actually saying that the Kingdom of Heaven 
is like a dragnet being let down into a lake and catching all sorts of stuff. This would 
hopefully include fish but probably also include things like wood, seaweed, and    
garbage… everything in its path. 
 

The Kingdom of God just scoops up everything it runs across and then the angels 
keep the good stuff. The word used for “good” here is also a little tricky. It is not that 
the angels are going to keep the ethically good stuff (there’s a different word for 
that). No, the angels are going to keep the beautiful or stuff useful for them. You see, 
the fishermen (angels) aren’t keeping the stuff that does the most good, the fishermen 
simply are keeping the stuff they like. 
 

Christian life isn’t about trying to “out-good” the other fish around us so we are guar-
anteed a place in the boat. Christian life is about trusting (or having faith) that God is 
going to see something beautiful about us (even if at times we act more like garbage 
than fish). Christian life isn’t like putting together a puzzle, knowing that if we just 
do A, then B, then C, then everything will turn out great.  

 

(continued on the next page) 

Worship in January 2 

Missional Groups 
Children’s Ministry 

3 

SOS 
Thank You 

4 

Church News 5 

Church Finances 
Celebrations 
Prayer Calendar 

6 

Church Calendar 7 

Inserts: 

Tsiukes’ Letter 

Matter of Balance 

 



PAGE 2 January 2020 UNION NEWS 

 

 

(continued from previous page) 

 
It means trusting that God knows what God is doing, and simply playing the hand dealt to us the best we can. 
And like the best card games, “not once is there enough data provided to make an entirely competent play.” 
The Good News of the Gospel is even if we aren’t so great at the game, even bits of seaweed, sticks, and     
garbage like us can end up in God’s boat. And if that’s true then those other bits of seaweed, sticks, and gar-
bage around us? They can get in too! Praise God!!  
 
My prayer for 2020, is that Union Church continues to grow at being the kind of place that is good at being a 
dragnet for God! 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor James   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship for January 
We tend to celebrate milestones don’t we: births, baptisms, marriages, driver’s licenses, promotions, and     
retirements? Toward the beginning of the book of John and Luke, there are some firsts that we can celebrate 
with Jesus as well. In these stories we get a glimpse of Jesus’ first miracle, his first sermon, his first rejection, 
and the calling of his first disciples. These firsts shaped the future of Christ’s ministry but they also have a lot 
to teach us about how God might use the milestones of our own lives, if we let him. We hope you will join us 
in January for this series. 

 
Beginning of New 4 Week Series: “Firsts from the First of the Year” 

January 5- John 2:1-11; “His First Miracle” 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

January 12- Luke 4: 14-21; “His First Sermon” 
Worship in the Fellowship Hall due to painting? 

January 19- Luke 4:21-31; “His First Rejection” 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend 

January 26- Luke 5:1-11; “His First Disciples” 
Beginning of a 3 Week Lectionary Series: “Some Hard High 5’s” 

February 2- Matthew 5:1-12 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
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Black Mountain Home for  
Children, Youth & Families 
80 Lake Eden Road 
Black Mountain, NC  
828-686-3451 
www.BlackMountainHome.or
g 

DATE NURSERY 
CHILDREN’S 

CHURCH 

January 5 Twilah Jordah 
Jan Painter 

Shelly Grigg 

Amanda Viola 

January 12 Tammy Biddix 
Vicky Holeman 

Leslie Harris 

Kimberly Morrison 

January 19 Allison Jones 
Kimberly Morrison 

Eric & Jennifer  

Nelson 

January 26 Melody Caldwell 
Martha Simmons 

Kim Chilton 

Vicky Holeman 

Missional Groups & Immersive Learning 
As a military brat born in Germany, when it was time to pick a required second language course in high 
school, it was an easy choice. My German class was incredibly informative. I just wish a little more of it stuck. 
Today, I can tell people my name, that I don’t know much German, and that I am 16 years old. I can call    
people potato salad heads, and sing in German parts of “Let it Snow” and “Santa Claus is Coming to Town.” 
Sadly, that’s it. Two years of German did not amount to all that much. 
  
Mike Breen would not be surprised. In his book, “Building a Discipling Culture,” he writes that there are    
really 3 main ways to learn: classroom/lecture, apprenticeship, and immersion. He argues that there are       
seriously limitations to learning only through classroom/lecture. You can learn a language in a classroom for 
years, but there is nothing like being immersed in a different country to really learn it. 
 
Breen argues that one problem with most Christian discipleship education is that it is mostly taught through 
“classroom settings.” New disciples must put the things they learn (through sermons, Sunday school classes, 
or small groups) into practice all on their own. Breen writes, “why are we assuming that simply by giving  
people information (how to pray, read the Bible, read doctrinal statements, be a part of a small group) that they 
actually know how to do it or can figure it out by themselves? [Someone] can read a book on how to perform 
open-heart surgery. But if you go into cardiac arrest, do you want [them] to operate on you?” 
 
One of the “areas of education,” churches are the worst with doing this in the area of evangelism. Evangelism 
is very hard. Yet so often church’s  just teach it and then send people out to do it on their own. The results are 
not great. A recent Barna study reports that 73% of Christians believe that it is a Christian’s responsibility to 
share Christ with others. But only about 50% claim that they shared that faith with even 1 other person in a 
given month.  Among Evangelicals, 100% claim the importance of sharing their faith, but 7 of 10 can only 
claim that they maybe shared it ONE time during an entire year. Approximately 50% of Christians in their 
20’s and 30’s actually believe that they shouldn’t share their faith with anyone (they don’t want to offend   
other’s beliefs). These statistics do not bode well in the United States where less and less people are claiming 
to have faith and church attendance nationwide is dropping significantly each year. 
 
Evangelism is hard!!! Why we would expect a couple of classes or a sermon series at church could be enough 
to show people how to do something so uncomfortable? What if there was a way to take a group of people 
who are committed to grow in faith together and have them share that faith with one another and others in a 
non threatening and nonconfrontational environment? That’s what missional groups are all about. It is about 
taking a group of people who want to grow together in faith and creating a place where they can share that 
growth with each other and others in an authentic way. It is about taking the discipleship process and           
immersing it into a broader group so that one’s growth in Christ is not private or hidden. In the coming months 
of 2020, we will be talking more about Missional Groups here at Union!  
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Sisters of Strength 
On Saturday, December 21, The Women of Union Presbyterian set out on an      
adventure.  We had raised money (right at $1000) to purchase gift cards from 
Walgreen, Walmart, and Food Lion.  Our mission was to share these with people in 
our community.  We started that morning at the McDonald's drive thru.  Here we 
shared with a lady, Kedra, who has been by her mom's side for months, going 
through chemo.  Our next stop was lunch (you know Presbyterians don't go far 
without food!)  We stopped at Chantilly's to enjoy a light lunch and left one for our 
waitress, who could not have been any nicer or busier!  When our group left    

Chantilly's, we headed  to the bus station.  Here we found several folks that we were able to share with.  The 
smiles and “Merry Christmas” that we received were heart warming.  We continued down main street where 
we found 4 more people.  One man appeared to be walking home from work in his work clothes.  Another 
was headed to Salvation Army for lunch.  Again “thank you” and “Merry Christmas”, was in abundance!  
The next stop was two different laundromats.  At these locations, we found many people we could share joy 
with.  Some looked at us suspiciously and others just smiled.  There were two children.  We had candy canes 
and cord bracelets.  We shared with these two children and they were elated!  It was a heartwarming outing,  
one that we decided to make an annual event.  We found that it felt good to share with others.  We also found 
out that you never know where God will lead.  We had a plan, in safe areas in our immediate community.  
However, God had a different plan.  He led us to bus-stops, main street, laundromats and other places we 
probably would never have gone.  What a day of sharing it was and hope you will think about joining us next 
year! 

 

A Very Special Thank You! 

I feel blessed to be a part of this church family.  Thank you, Sherry 

 

Hello All, 
Just wanted to take this opportunity to say thank you for the Christmas bonus and also the chance to clean our 
place of worship for another year.  As most of you know it gives me great joy for something to be clean, es-
pecially being able to clean the House of God. This job gives me supplemental income to help pay for those 
unexpected things in life. Thank you again for this opportunity and I hope to continue on many more years. 
May God bless and keep us all in the new year. Your brother in Christ,  Sincerely,  Jason Morrison  

 

Thank You, Union Family, 
You are such a blessing to my life.  Even though I am not a member, you have treated me like family and you 
ARE my church family.  Thank you for the gifts, cards and Christmas bonus.  My heart’s desire for you is 
that 2020 is a year filled with the peace, joy and blessings that our Savior has provided for us! Love, Nancy 
 
 

Dear Union Family, 
Our family wishs to thank you so much for the kind gifts and well-wishes we have received from the Session 
and Congregation this holiday season. It definitely has not gone unnoticed. My family is grateful for everyday 
we’ve had at Union. 
 
 

As many of you know, our family began the process of fostering this Summer. The experience has been im-
mensely rewarding but also incredibly challenging. So even more than the kindness we have received this 
Christmas (although we are incredibly thankful for it), we wanted to take this moment to let you know that 
words cannot even begin to describe the gratefulness in our hearts we have had for your help in this fostering 
process! Our family is fairly private, so you may not realize how much we’ve been floored by the welcome 
and inclusion you have shown our foster child, by the kind gifts of clothes and home items, or how grateful 
Vicky and I have been for the frequent check-ins and concern expressed from so many of you. You all are 
amazing! Sincerely in Christ, The Holeman Family 
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Painting in the Sanctuary 
If all things goes as planned, our Sanctuary will be getting a new coat of paint in early January. Painting 
should begin as early as January 6. This means that there will be one Sunday when worship will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall (most likely January 12). Please note that the painting involves removing all the pews from 
the Sanctuary and storing them in the main hallway and Rotunda. We hope you will be able to look past the 
mess and begin to look forward to what a difference a new coat of paint will make for the Sanctuary!! Thank 
you, Building and Grounds, for the coordination of this painting!  
 

Happy Years 
Come join us for lunch with Happy Years on Wednesday, January 15 at 12 PM.  Good food is provided 
(donations accepted) and the fellowship is wonderful! 

 

Bingo at Terrace Ridge 
Thursday, January 16 at 4 PM, we will be playing bingo at Terrace Ridge.  The residents look forward to this 
time of fun and games and we get blessed by just being a part of this time with them.  If you would like to be a 
part of this ministry, please contact Nancy Gardner.  Volunteers are always needed and welcome! 
 

 
 
 

Faithful Fellowship with Food 
Sunday, January 19, SOS (Sisters of Strength Women’s Ministry) will host a luncheon 
after the worship service.  We will have pinto beans, slaw, cornbread and all the fixings 
for a good Pinto Bean Luncheon.  We hope you will join us right after church for good 
food and conversation.  
 

 

Remind App  
We are sending out texts and emails regarding prayer concerns  and/or church calendar information.   
There are forms at each entrance into the Sanctuary if you are interested in signing up.  If you desire to be a 
part of this method to receive prayer and church information, please fill out the form and put it in the offering 
plate or bring it to the church office.  If you are unsure of how this works, please call the church office and we 
will help you.  This also allows you to take your number off the phone tree if you prefer texts or emails or you 
can receive the information on both phone tree and text/email. 
 

Changes in the Sanctuary 
As was briefly mentioned in the December newsletter, there are some changes coming to the Sanctuary.  Over 
the next few weeks, two 75” TV monitors will be replacing the speaker boxes and they will be mounted onto a 
bulkhead attached to the wall.  The screens will be incorporated shortly after the painting of the Sanctuary is 
completed.  Please be patient with us as we work through this process...and you won’t be disappointed! 
 

 

 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
November 30, 2019 

January 5 
 Tryon 
 430 Harmon Field Road 
 Tryon, NC 28782 
 tpreschurch@windstream.net 
 

January 12 
 Union 
 5615 Union Road 
 Gastonia, NC 28056 
 unionpc5615@gmail.com 

PRESBYTERY   

 

 

                  November_      Year to Date 

Revenue     $20,359               $183,630 

Expenses      16,606      186,068  

            3,753                   - 2,438 

 
 
Monthly Budget Requirements        $18,601 
     
 
   
If you have any questions regarding the     
financial information of the Church, please 
feel free to contact Martha Simmons,        
Disbursing Treasurer, or any member of the 
Finance Committee.  Martha is responsible 
for disbursements only.  Questions regarding 
your financial giving to the Church should be 
directed to Billy Wilson, Treasurer.   
                      

January 19 
 Union Mills 
 2378 Centennial Road 
 Union Mills, NC 28167 
 ksward@blueridge.net 
 

January 26 
 United 
 P.O. Box 1495 
 Lenior, NC 28645 
 office@unitedpcleio.net 

     CALENDAR 

January 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 Each Sunday 
 

    9:45 AM 
Sunday School 

 

11 AM  
 Worship 

 Each Sunday 
 

4 PM 
Kids of the 
 Kingdom 

&  
Union Youth 

                                
 

1 
 
 

     HAPPY 

NEW YEAR 

(Church 

 Office Closed) 
 
 
 

2 
 

3 
 

 

4 

5      9 AM 

     SOS Council 
 

Communion 

 
 

2:30 PM     
SOC 

 
 
 

6   1 PM 

Golden Girls 

Fellowship 

 

7 PM  
Soul Sisters 
Fellowship 

 

 

7 10 AM 

    Bible Study 
 

 6 PM 
C & T 
7 PM 
B & G 

8    

 
 

 
 

7 PM 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 

 

 

 

11 
 

12    9 AM 

8     W & C 

 
2:30 PM 
W & S 

 
 
 

13   14 
10 AM 

  Bible Study 
 
 

15    

12 PM 
Happy Years 

   
 

7 PM 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

16 
4 PM 

Bingo at 
Terrace Ridge 

17 
 
 

 

18 
 

19   

 

                                          

20 21 
 

10 AM 

  Bible Study 
 
 
 

22 
 

 
 

7 PM 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

23 
 
 

24 25 
Presbytery  

Meeting  
at  

1st in Morganton 

26   8:30AM  

           MOC 
 

 Faith &                                                                                                                                     
Healing  
Service 

 
2:30 PM 

Session Retreat 

27 28 
10 AM 

  Bible Study 

29 
 
 

7 PM 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

30 
 2 PM-4 PM 

A Matter of 
Balance  

begins 

(Union Road 
Library) 

31 
 

 

December  

Pastor James—Vacation 

SOS  

Women of the Church 

SANDING & PAINTING OF SANCTUARY 

SANDING & PAINTING OF SANCTUARY 
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January 6—17  Painting of the Sanctuary  

February 16  Congregational Meeting 

March 14  Lawnmower Blade Sharpening 

   Vehicle Safety Check 

March 21  Building & Grounds Workday 

March 15  Faithful Fellowship with Food 

Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Sherry Maples 

Music Director/Accompanist 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


