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Dear Friends and Members of Union Presbyterian Church, 
 
Lucy’s words in the Peanut’s comic strip above couldn’t be more true. It is hard work 
to be bitter. Bitterness takes time and it takes effort. You don’t just suddenly magical-
ly transform into someone who is bitter. It is something that must be cultivated. It is 
something that grows into your life- kind of like a garden. 
 
In “Morning’s With Tozer," a daily devotion using writings from A.W. Tozer, Tozer 
comments on a quote made by Charles Spurgeon about a person who was well known 
for being very bitter and resentful. Spurgeon said of this man, “May the grass grow 
green on his grave when he dies, for nothing ever grew around him while he lived.” 
 
Ouch!! But I think there is some truth to these words. Although cultivating bitterness 
in your life takes a whole lot of work, it also acts like an invasive weed. If we allow it 
to grow, it eventually takes over everything, until nothing else good is coming out of 
us. We’ve all met someone like this haven’t we? Tozer describes them as a people 
who spend their days defending their rights and complaining about those who violat-
ed them (even if the offenses were years and years ago). They are people who may 
profess to be Christian but don’t seem to display any of God’s grace, meekness, or 
humility. Tozer writes, “Every day he or she grows harder and more acrimonious, 
trying to defend reputation, right, and ministry against imagined foes.  
 
What’s the cure to bitterness? Tozer believes there is only one cure…. repentance! 
Dying to self and rising with Christ in a new life.  
 
But, if bitterness doesn’t take over our lives suddenly, then there must be a way to 
avoid letting it take root in the first place. I believe the best way to keep bitterness 
from ever beginning to take root is through cultivating a life of forgiveness. In the 
article, “How to Deal with Bitterness and Resentment,” Anne Peterson writes in 
Christian Today that “...bitterness starts out small. An offense burrows its way into 
our hearts. We replay it in our minds, creating deep ruts that will be hard to build 
back up. We retell our hurts to any available listener, including each sordid detail. 
We enlist support, pushing us further into our resentment. [It gets so, when] we hear 
the offending person’s name, we cringe… [and] we form another layer of bitterness.” 
Peterson argues that it is our lack of forgiveness in the day to day of life that leads us 
to become resentment and bitterness for the long haul.  
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(continued from previous page) 

And I think that this is the scariest thing about bitterness. One who is bitter is quick to blame everyone and 
everything around them for their condition. And yet, the only reason any person is bitter is because of their 
own actions. We grow bitter when we refuse to forgive or to let go, and in doing so we trap ourselves. Jesus 
says in scripture that we are supposed to forgive others. But too often we believe that those who hurt us don’t 
deserve our forgiveness. And often we are right… those who hurt us the worst don’t deserve our forgiveness. 
But no one “deserves” forgiveness for the wrong they’ve done. We certainly don’t deserve the forgiveness we 
receive from Christ. By not forgiving, Peterson writes that “our eyes are not on [Christ], they become fixed on 
ourselves.” There is this part of us that believes so strongly that someone should pay for the hurt that we re-
ceive. Jesus’s response could be, “Someone did pay for it, it was me.”  
 

Being bitter takes hard work. Living a life cultivating forgiveness also is hard work. I don’t know about you 
but I think the latter is more worth the effort. 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Pastor James 

 

WORSHIP FOR OCTOBER 

During the month of October, we invite you to join us on Sundays for a lectionary series going through 2 Tim-
othy. We hitch trailers onto our vehicles when we have something big and important to take with us some-
where. How silly would it be to take that thing with us and then just leave it hitched on our vehicles. This Oc-
tober, explore with us how Paul taught Timothy to “unhitch” and use the Good News of Christ in his daily life!  

New Lectionary Series: 2 Timothy- Unhitching the Gospel 
October 6- 2 Timothy 1:1-14- Rekindling the Gift 

World Communion Sunday; Celebration of the Lord’s Supper; Pink Sunday 
October 13- 2 Timothy 2:8-15- Remembering Who You Work For 
October 20- 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5- Watch the Clock 
October 27- 2 Timothy 4:6-8; 16-18- One is the Loneliest Number 

Reformation Sunday 
New 4 Week Sermon Series: The Coming Jubilee 

November 3- Leviticus 25:8-17; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21- Not Waiting to Forgive 
All Saint’s Day Celebration; Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Black Mountain Home for  
Children, Youth & Families 
80 Lake Eden Road 
Black Mountain, NC  
828-686-3451 
www.BlackMountainHome.or
g 

DATE NURSERY CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

October 6 Vicky Holeman & Jan Painter Pam & Eddie Moton 

October 13 Melody Caldwell & Twilah Jordan Mickie Nelson & Jennie Cabe 

October 20 Shelly Grigg & Allison Jones Faye Harrell & Amanda Viola 

October 27 Tammy Biddix & Jan Painter Sally McGinnis & Leslie Harris 
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Union Presbyterian Church is “Seeking to Know Christ and to 
Make Christ Known” by: 

-Actively sharing the Good News of Christ to the students of Forestview 
High school. 
-Becoming a church of outward focused Missional groups. 
-Communicating the Gospel in worship and in the community through a va-
riety of media platforms. 
-Enthusiastically welcoming new additions to the community & being a 
place of Christian hospitality to our region 

Lifespan– Look who’s new in the neighborhood! 
You might be noticing some changes to our church building this month. In September, Session agreed to al-
low the organization, Lifespan, to use what was once the John Calvin Classroom as their Gaston County  
office space. Lifespan will also use one of our other Adult Sunday School classrooms periodically on week-
days [without modifying the space] as a space to meet in. The hope is to have Lifespan moved in by Novem-
ber 1. 
 

Lifespan is an organization that began in 1973 at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in 
Charlotte and over the years has grown to provide services in 29 counties across 
the state.  Lifespan’s programs work to empower children and adults who have 
disabilities by providing education, employment and enrichment opportunities. In 
Gaston County, they primarily help secure employment for those with disabilities, 
finding work that best matches their clients’ interests and abilities. You can find 
out more about what Lifespan does by checking out their webpage at lifespanservices.org.  
 

Session is excited to be able to support a program that does so much for our community and hopes that we can 
find additional ways to support their ministry in the future! 

 
Donuts at Forestview- Little donut soft and cute, they do not cost a lot of loot! 
That was true for Thursday, 9/26, at 6:30 AM.  Nine members from Union Presbyterian Church gathered at 
Stephen's Stump with 360 donuts!  More than enough or not enough?  It turned out to be a great number and 
all the donuts were passed out!  We greeted students (and a few adult drive-bys) with a smile, a good morn-
ing, a have a donut, (or a dozen to share with your friends!), a drink, and a have a great day!  Several students 
were ready to go with a Good Morning and a Thank you!  Others, like many teenagers, were just going 
through the motions!  This event turned out to be a great first contact with Forestview students.  Witness and 
Service will have more opportunities to meet and greet with our community!  So, stay tuned for your chance 
to meet our neighbors! Thanks to the eight Early Birds who came to help!  This would not have been a suc-
cess without you! 
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New Warmer 
If you have yet to do so, the Presbyterian Men invite you to check 
out the new warmer in the kitchen. It was purchased by the Men’s 
Council for $1,454.49 and is available for all in the church to use 
[please note that currently the warmer must be pushed over near the 
stove and the 4 plug outlet next to the exhaust hood is necessary for 
this unit]. You are invited to be part of future decisions like this, by 
coming to Men’s Council meetings! They meet every 4th Sunday at 
9 AM. 
 

Men’s Fall Retreat   
The Presbyterian Men are planning their Fall Retreat for November 
15, 16, 17. A location for the place has not been decided until the 
men have a better idea on how many people want to go. If you are 
planning to attend, please contact Billy Jordan by October 13, 

 

 

Fall Carnival 

This year our Fall Carnival for all ages will Saturday, October 26 from 6:30 PM—8:00 PM.  Come 
dressed in costume and join us for lots of fun and games as we celebrate this beautiful season. The youth 
group will meet the evening before to set up and the whole church can help make this event happen by bring-
ing wrapped candy by Sunday, October 20!! 

 

Halloween at the Holeman House 
Pastor James and Vicky are opening up there home this Halloween! Join them at their house at 6:00 PM for 
pizza.  Afterwards, the littlest among us will head into the neighborhood for some good old fashioned trick 
or treating. Those a little older are invited to stay at the house and dole out candy and a few scares to those 
who come a-knocking! Please contact Pastor James and Vicky to RSVP for the pizza or to get directions to 
their house. 

 
 
 Shhhhhhh.... 
 
 It’s a surprise!!  Billy Jordan has FINALLY retired.  Please come and 
 help him celebrate this special milestone at a SURPRISE party on   
 Sunday, November 3  at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  
 NO GIFTS!!! 

 
  
       Don’t forget…...IT’S A SURPRISE! 
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Pink Sunday 

October 2019 is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month and the Sisters of Strength are sponsoring a mini 

mission.  On Sunday, October 6, we encourage you to wear pink in remembrance of those that we have 
lost to cancer and those who are battling cancer now.  Throughout the month we are collecting Chapstick, 
toboggans, scarves, chicken noodle soup and boost/ensure.  These items can be placed on the Mission Cart in 
the Gathering Area and will be donated to the Cancer Association in Gastonia. Thank you for helping us 
bring awareness while blessing those who need a touch.   

 

Congregational Meeting 

Immediately following worship on Sunday, October 6, a congregational meeting will be called for the      
purpose of electing the Elders Class of 2022, Trustees Class of 2022 and the Nominating Committee for 
2020.  
 

Remind App  

We are sending out texts and emails regarding prayer concerns  and/or church calendar information.   
There are forms at each entrance into the Sanctuary if you are interested in signing up.  If you desire to be a 
part of this method to receive prayer and church information, please fill put the form and put it in the offering 
plate or bring it to the church office.  If you are unsure of how this works, please call the church office and we 
will help you.  This also allows you to take your number off the phone tree if you prefer texts or emails or 
you can receive the information on both phone tree and text/email.. 
 

Faithful Fellowship with Food 

The Men of the Church are hosing a luncheon on Sunday, October 13 immediately after worship service.  
Please join us for a wonderful meal of chicken & dumplings and some really great fellowship! 
 

Church Office Hours 

Pastor James will be on study leave and Nancy Newman will be on vacation from October 14 through      
October 18.  The church office will operate on an abbreviated schedule.  Church office hours for that week 
will be in the bulletin and communicated by Remind/Phonetree as the week approaches. If you are willing 
and able to volunteer at the Church office front desk anytime this week, please contact Carol Beasley.   
 

Happy Years  

Join us on October 16 (Wednesday) for lunch at 12 PM. The meal will include meat loaf, pinto beans, slaw 
and the fixings plus desserts.  Bring a friend/neighbor and join us for good food and fun fellowship no matter 
what age you are.  Contact Kathy Kytle if you have any questions.  
 

Faith & Healing Service 

Please join us following worship on Sunday, October 27 for a special time to receive prayers of healing or 
strength for difficult situations for you or for someone you care about.  Oil will be available for anointing if 
you so desire. 

      

      Church           

   News 
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October 20 

Fairview 
P.O. Box 2460 

Lenoir, NC 28645 
Fairviewpresby 
@bellsouth,net 

 
 

October 27 
Fletcher 

P.O. Box 493 
Newland, NC 28657 
rwise@charter.net 

 

 
 

October 6 
Ellenboro 

P.O. Box 189 
Ellenboro, NC 28040 

 
October 13 

Etowah 
P.O. Box 384 

Etowah, NC 28729 

 

 
                      August_       Year to Date 
Revenue       $11,923              $126,365 
Expenses        15,935     133,775  
            - 4,012                 - 7,410 
 
 

Monthly Budget Requirements          
18,601 

    
    

If you have any questions regarding the  
financial information of the Church, please 

feel free to contact Martha Simmons,  
Disbursing Treasurer, or any member of the 

Finance Committee.  Martha is responsible for 
disbursements only.  Questions regarding your 

financial giving to the Church should be  
directed to Billy Wilson, Treasurer.   

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
AUGUST 31, 2019 

PRESBYTERY PRAYER CALENDAR 

This is the confidence we have in approaching 

God: that if we ask anything according to      

His will, He hears us.   
1 John 5:14 
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october 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Each Sunday 
 

    9:45 AM 
Sunday School 

 
11 AM  

 Worship 

Each Sunday 
 

4 PM 
Kids of the 
 Kingdom 

&  
Union Youth 

1     10 AM 

    Bible Study    
 

6 PM 
C & T 

 

7 PM 
B & G 

2 
 

 
 
 

7 PM 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

3 4 5 
 

6     9 AM 

  Women’s Council 

Communion 

 

Congregational 
Meeting 

 

Pink Sunday 

 

2:30 PM    SOC 

7           1 PM 

Golden Girls 

Fellowship 

 

7 PM  

Soul Sisters 

Fellowship 

8 
                                             

        10 AM 
    Bible Study    

9 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7 PM 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

10 
 

11 
 

 

12 

 
 

 

13     9 AM 

W & C 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2:30 PM   
W & S 

 

14 
 

 

15 
 

 
         

16    12 PM 

   Happy Years 
 

5:30 PM 
Finance 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

7 PM 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

17 

4 PM 

Bingo  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 

 

 

 

19 
 

20  
 
 

2:30 PM 
Stated Session 

21   22 
10 AM 

  Bible Study 
 
 

23    

       
 
 
 
 

7 PM 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

24 
 

25 
 
 

 

26 
Presbytery 

Meeting 

27  8:30 AM 

 MOC 

 

Faith & Healing 
Service 

 

28 29 
10 AM 

  Bible Study 

30 
 

 
 
 
 

7 PM 
Choir  

Rehearsal 

31   

PASTOR ON STUDY LEAVE 

Nancy—Vacation Men of the Church 
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November 9  Faithful Fellowship with Food 

November 10  Creation Sunday 

November 15-17 Men’s Retreat 

November 24  Stewardship Sunday 

November 28  Thanksgiving 

Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Sherry Maples 

Music Director/Accompanist 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


