
Gathering for God’s Word 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 
Time of Silence & Ringing of the Bell 
 

Call to Worship:  [based on Psalm 130:5-7] 
Leader: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his 
Word I hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than those 
who watch for the morning.  
People: For there is no darkness with you, O Lord. 
Leader: O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord 
there is steadfast love, and with him is plenteous  
redemption. 
People: For there is no darkness with you, O Lord. 
Leader: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit.  
People: For there is no darkness with you, O Lord. 
 

Preparing for God's Word 
 

Hymns of Adoration  
”Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people 
free; from our fears and sins release us, let us find our 
rest in Thee.  Israel’s Strength and Consolation, Hope of 
all the earth Thou art; Dear Desire of every nation, Joy of 
every longing heart. 
 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly swinging o'er the 
plains and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous 
strains.  Gloria In Excelsis Deo.  Gloria In Excelsis Deo   

 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie, above 
thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; yet in 
thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light, the hopes 
and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight 

11:00 AM 1st Sunday of Advent November 29, 2020 

 

Offering and Prayer 
 
Anthem 
 
Benediction 

 
 

Postlude 
 



 

Prayer of Confession 
All: Merciful God, you are always with us and always 
coming. But we confess that we do not know how to 
prepare for your Advent. It is so easy to forget how to 
hope in miracles and to ignore the promise of your 
kingdom. We get distracted by all the busyness of this 
season. Forgive us, God. Grant us the simple wonder of 
the shepherds, the intelligent courage of the Magi, and 
the patient faith of Mary and Joseph, that we may  
journey with them to Bethlehem and find the good 
news of a child born for us. Now, in the quiet of our 
hearts, we ask you to make us ready for his  
coming. Amen. 
 
[time of silence] 

 
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 
 
 

Hearing God's Word 
 
 

Lighting The Advent Candle of Hope: [Based on Based Isaiah 9:6] 
Leader: Advent means coming. We light the Candle of 
Hope as a sign of the coming light of Christ. We are  
preparing for the full coming of God’s kingdom: 
People: For unto us a child is born, to us a son is        
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor... 
Let us prepare, then, the way of the Lord and hope for 
the coming Christ. 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 
New Testament Reading: Luke 1:5-25  
 
Sermon 

“The Christmas Angels... Who Shake Us Up" 

Responding to God’s Word 
 
 
 

Prayer of the People 
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise 
 
(particular intercessions) 
 
Leader:  Lord, in your mercy. 
People: Hear our prayer 
 
All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the  
power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Response:  “Go Tell it on the Mountain" 
Refrain:  Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and 
everywhere; go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ 
is born. 

 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks 
by night, behold, throughout the heavens there shone a 
holy light.  
 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the 
earth rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior‘s 
birth.  

 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,  
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  

 
 


