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Dear Members and Friends of Union Presbyterian Church, 
 
As you already know there are two major news stories this month. The first is about a 
virus sweeping through the world. This virus brings sickness, fear, and worry. But 
there is a second important thing happening this month (I would argue that it is even 
more important than the first). It is about a special day on the church calendar central 
to our faith. It is about new life, transformation, and a hope and joy that conquers 
even death. There is a lot in the news right now about that first thing. And so we’ve 
decided to dedicate this newsletter to the second, much more important one.  
 
We hope that after reading this newsletter you will be filled with some of the hope 
and joy that can only come through Christ and what his death and resurrection are all 
about. 
 
Let’s start this journey off by reading some of the everyday ways our elders and 
church staff have seen “new life” around them. By just looking around us, we can 
often see glimpses and hints of the amazing gift of new life we have in Christ. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor James 
 
 

Examples of New Life that Point us to the Resurrection of the Lord  
 

We all hate dandelions in our yards. But maybe we shouldn’t.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Submitted by Billy Jordan 
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 A poem to ponder on 

 “The Dandelion” 

Roses are red. 
Dandelions are yellow, 

The stems look very fragile   
But they are really a tough little fellow, 

You can mow them down. 
And leave them for dead, 

But in about 3 days 
They Will rise again. 
So maybe that’s why  

God put dandelions on this earth, 
To remind us at Easter 

Why Jesus even had a birth.       
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Examples of New Life that Point us to the Resurrection of the Lord (continued) 

Kindness 
As most of you know I work in the grocery retail industry and have done so for 28 plus years now.  Doing so I 
have directly received the brunt of many customer complaints and being screamed and cursed at for not having 
every little detail in order to make that certain customer happy for that visit.  The reason I wanted to talk about 
this subject is because with all the craziness that has been going on with the coronavirus (Covid19) and the anx-
ious customers rushing in as soon as we open the doors in the morning to grab any kind of toilet tissue, meat, 
bread, milk, eggs, potatoes and whatever else they can get ahold of and leaving with $400 to $500 worth of gro-
ceries that they probably didn’t need and then the sweet little old lady comes in and there is nothing left for her 
because people are buying with greed instead of thinking about their neighbors.  
 
But then comes the revelation this week when I have received more “thank yous” and “we really appreciate what 
you guys are doing for us” than I have in my entire 28 year career.  Even a group of firefighters today came up 
to me and said “we really appreciate all you guys are doing to keep us fed.”  I was really taken by that one be-
cause we really take for granted sometimes what people sacrifice each day to make our lives better, especially a 
group of firefighters who risk their lives each day and go through many hours of training to keep us safe. I have 
been so inspired this week and filled with a shot of energy feeling like my job might just matter to people and 
that, most of all, we are appreciated for what we do each day.  All of this inspiration from a few kind words from 
several customers who may have realized the importance and power that those kind words can mean to someone.   
 
I try and live my life each day by praying that God guide my words and actions so that people may see Him 
through me.  I probably fail often although this does drive my everyday life to make sure I treat people like I 
would want myself treated.  Just wanted to share 
what I have witnessed over the past  few weeks and 
possibly remind ourselves of the power and im-
portance of being kind to each person you come in 
contact with.  You may never know how much what 
you say to them or how you act will affect the rest 
of their day, week, month, year or even life.  Kind-
ness may be my favorite of the Fruits of the Spirit 
and the Bible talks about the tongue being as sharp 
as a two edged sword and how much damage it can 
do if used in a non-Christian like manner.  Hope this 
may encourage us all to be kind to each other and 
love each other in the way God loves us.   
 

-Submitted by Jason Morrison 
Mr. T 

I remember the moment perfectly, I was a Junior High youth director, giving an illustration to the youth. I men-
tioned Mr. T and none of the kids knew who I was talking about. I said, “You 

know… from the A-team…” I received blanked stares. I said, “You know… from 
Rocky…” I received more blank stares. I left wondering if it finally happened… if 
my cultural references were truly outdated. However, one year later all the youth 

knew who Mr. T was again. Mr. T had begun appearing on Christian TV (TBN), 
and a new A-team movie had come out. Within 3 years another Rocky movie came 
out. All my irrelevant references suddenly were relevant again. Whether it is cloth-

ing styles being recycled, old movies being remade, or TV shows being dusted off, 
in our culture we see examples year after year of things long thought dead, coming 
back to life. They serve as wonderful reminders of the one resurrection story that 

truly matters!  
-Submitted by Pastor James 
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Examples of New Life that Point us to the Resurrection of the Lord (continued) 

 
Spring 
Spring is my favorite time of year and flower gardening is one of my favorite    
hobbies.  Nothing gives me any more pleasure then watching new life spring into 
my flowers.  Last year I had a flower pot full of angel wing begonia that really 
showed out.  Unfortunately, the pot was too large to take inside for the winter so I 
pulled it as close to the house as I could get it and left it to fate.  It fared unusually 
well until January during a really cold snap.  All of my beautiful angel wing  
begonia died except one single strand of the plant.  Somehow, through stubborn 
persistence, that one strand weathered the death of winter and is thriving today.  
Now there is new life growing from that single strand and I have no doubt, I will 
have another pot full of beautiful angel wing begonia.  This is a reminder to me that 
there is hope for new life even in the winter of my life!   

-Submitted by Nancy Newman 
 
 

New Life 

After my husband Bill, at the age of 43, was killed by an impaired driver, life as I had known it since I was 

17 years old - was forever changed.  It has been nearly 17 years since his death, and I marvel as I see the 
beautiful "new life" God has given me.  The days and weeks following Bill's death were filled with shock, 
grief, anxiety, financial concerns, much like our world is experiencing now with this coronavirus.  The list 

could go on and on, BUT...… somehow I knew, without a shadow of doubt, that everything was going to 
be OK.  Today, I celebrate all that the Lord has done for me to give me 
a "new life."  I celebrate the "peace that passeth all understanding," 

that He poured over me in those uncertain and trying days. I have in-
deed experienced a new life - one that is only available to me through 
Jesus Christ! Daily I marvel at how much He loves me - and I pray that 
He places opportunities in my path  for those that need "new life" and 

helps me respond to them in ways that honor and glorify Him!  I am 
constantly reminded of His love for me as each flower opens in the 
Spring, and with each hug and smile I receive from my grandchil-

dren...  It is funny how we are so afraid of change!!  There is some-
thing new and wonderful in every day!!  Praise God!!                                     -Submitted by Sally McGinnis 

 

New Life in the Midst of Suffering 
I have a suspicion that many of us think about these surreal days we’re surviving 
when they hear the phrase, “new life.”  We are all certainly living a “new life” 
searching for toilet paper and social distancing.  But, putting all this strangeness 

aside, if I consider what new life means to me in a broader sense, it means no more 
autoimmune disease; it means having lung capacity, muscles and joints that don’t 
hurt all the time, skin free from scars, bodily systems that function as intend-

ed.  But while I live with an immune system that now thinks I’m the enemy, my 
heart really goes out to my mother, to Billy Jones, and to everyone who suffers 
from Type I diabetes.  This type doesn’t manifest because they ate too much candy, 

or  didn’t do something right. Type I is autoimmune.  My great-great grandfather, 
Tilfred Nolen, died from this disease; my mother has lived insulin-dependent since 
1964; our brother, Billy, faces so many uncertainties going forward.  This Easter, while we celebrate new 

life through our risen Lord, please lift up prayers to the Father for hope, comfort, and healing for all those 
whose suffering and sickness comes from the body’s natural defenses that are designed to keep us well. 

-Submitted by Carol Beasley 
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An Easter Like...  No Other...  all Others! 

What does it look like when there aren’t palms on Sunday? When the 

church isn’t busy preparing for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Ser-

vices, when youth aren’t hiding Easter eggs for the younger youth, and 

no Sunrise breakfast is being prepped? Sure the church building may 

look a little more empty, but we need to remember that the church is not 

the building, the church is the people! And this year Palm Sunday, 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday actually are all still 

happening just like they always do, it just will look a little different for 

us this year! 

We invite you to continue to prepare for and celebrate the Easter Season 

with us at Union Church this year from home using our webpage: 
 

www.unionpresbyterianchurch.com 
 

From our webpage you simply need to click on the top menu or big red button labeled “Worship Online.” 

-DAILY DEVOTION: During Lent you can use this site to go through a daily devotion written by 

Pastor James as he “Sings his Way to Easter,” looking at where our popular hymns and worship songs 

connect to Scripture. Just connect to “Daily Devotion from Pastor James.” 

-PRAY: Read a daily prayer written by Nancy Newman. We are encouraging everyone at Union to 

join Nancy and Pastor James in prayer at 7 pm (or close to it each day). Just click on “7 PM Daily 

Prayer.” 

-WORSHIP SUNDAY MORNING: Use our interactive bulletin to worship on Sunday mornings. In 

the bulletin will be our liturgy, links to songs for the day (that you can sing along with), and a video of 

the sermon and pastoral prayer to watch from Pastor James. Just click on “Sunday Morning Worship 

Service.” 

 

During Holy Week there will be a few additional ways that you can prepare for Easter. 

-DAILY HOLY WEEK BIBLE STUDY: Grab a notebook and each day watch a video of Pastor 

James as he reads and reflects on the Scriptures of Holy Week as written in Luke. Pastor James will 

read and speak each day from a relevant stained glass window in our Sanctuary and will lead a worship 

song on his guitar. There will also be a question for you to reflect on and instrumental music to listen 

to as you reflect. Just click on “Worship During Holy Week.” 

-MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE: Pastor Chris from New Hope Presbyterian Church and Pastor 

James will be teaming up to do a Maundy Thursday Service together. Check out this video on Thurs-

day Evening as they compare and contrast Peter’s washed feet and Pilot’s hand washing. Pastor Chris 

and James will also be serving Virtual Communion that evening, so we invite you to have some bread 

and juice on hand and to join them. Just click on “Maundy Thursday Service.” 

-COME TO THE CHURCH GROUNDS: Finally, although the church building is closed, the church 

grounds is not. Anytime during Holy Week, we invite you and your family to spend some time on the 

church grounds (keeping appropriate distancing from others of course). Feel free to sit in one of the 

church gardens, or walk through the cemetery reflecting on the new life found through Christ’s death 

and resurrection. Sherry hopes to put some flower arrangements for Palm Sunday and Easter outdoors 

for people who stop by to enjoy. Finally, we plan to put out the Flowering Cross in our upper parking 

lot. If you stop by, we invite you to bring a flower or 2 and add it to the cross for others to enjoy!   
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Update and Thank You from the Tsuikes 

Dear Union Presbyterian, 
Alex and I recently returned safely from Mongolia. 
We are thankful for our time spent in Mongolia 
learning about the culture, teaching English, and or-
ganizing community service projects. Before we left, 
Alex and I were tutoring English at the Anna Home, 
which is a Dutch sponsored orphanage located near 
my school in Mongolia. Last year, the orphanage 
burned down; however, a new facility was quickly 
built with much more space and many new toys and 
books for the children.  
 
Although we were devastated that our time in Mon-
golia and with our community was cut short, we are 
grateful for the time we had and everything we were able to accomplish. We want to thank our church family 
for your prayers and support -- we greatly appreciate all you have done for us over the past two years.     God 
bless,  Alex & Emily  

 
Thank You 
To our forever wonderful Church Family, Words are inadequate as we thank you for your prayers, sharing 
your time with us, food, calls, texts messages, visits and cards.  To my Soul Sisters, what a blessing 
my Encouragement Basket has been.  I was so excited to open my surprise every evening.  God had some-
thing special for me each day.  I felt your support and love! 
 

I thought I was prepared for this knee replacement but you all know me.  I had to learn replacement is a pro-
cess the body works through. I expected more than it was in a position to give in the early stages.  God led 
me to a wonderful young therapist who has steadied me along the way.  She has been my physical and emo-
tional support since surgery.    
 

You really appreciate the small things when you are stuck inside which I know we all are now because of 
this virus.  Let’s all pledge to pray for each other, our President and leaders as we go through each day.  We 
know God holds our tomorrows.  Stay healthy!  Our love and prayers,  Martha & Bobby 
 

Big Thanks 
I would like to thank all people of Union Church for their kindness during my time of need.  I received help 
with the feeding of my animals and rides to and from the hospital and to rehab.  I also received countless of-
fers of food, cards and many phone calls.  There was a great turn out for me when I checked into the hospital 
and many visits while I was there.  I know without a doubt what the people of Christ can do for each other.  
Junior Thompson 
 

Thanks so much 
Men of the Church, thank you 
for the delicious BBQ dinner 
you brought to us and Women 
of the Church for the wonderful 
meal after the service.  Your 
love and support is greatly  
appreciated.  Union Presbyterian 
is a great church family. 
The Kerr Family 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
February 2020 

 

                 
                  February        Year to Date 
Revenue     $22,106                $38,257 
Expenses      28,644       45,797     
          - 6,538                   -7,540 
 
 
Monthly Budget Requirements        $19,124 
     
 

If you have any questions regarding the  
financial information of the Church, please 

feel free to contact Martha Simmons,  
Disbursing Treasurer, or any member of the 
Finance Committee.  Martha is responsible 

for disbursements only.  Questions regarding 
your financial giving to the Church should be 

directed to Billy Wilson, Treasurer.   

PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER CALENDAR 
April 5  West Avenue 
  P.O. Box 12662 
  Gastonia, NC 28052 
            wapc@charlotte.twcbe.com 
 

April 12 Westminster 
  15 Overbrook Place 
  Asheville, NC 28805 
  westminsterpc@bellsouth.net 
 

April 19 Arbor Dale 
  P. O. Box 235 
  Banner Elk, NC 28604 
  arbordale@skybest.com 
 

April 26 Asheville First 
  40 Church Street 
  Asheville NC 28801 
  office@fpcashevilled.org 

The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power 
and produces wonderful results.  

James 5:16 NLT 

mailto:westminsterpc@bellsouth.net
mailto:arbordale@skybest.com
mailto:office@fpcashevilled.org
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Dear Members and Friends of Union Presbyterian Church 

 

It has been said that we are at war against a virus unlike any other we have seen in our lifetimes. As this virus 

has wreaked havoc all around the world, all sense of normalcy has disappeared and uncertainties abound. Our 

customary daily activities have undergone major adjustments on a scale that has not been seen in recent times. 

We have all seen the effect it has had on our economy, schools, medical services, recreational activities and 

the health and well being of our citizens. At this very moment, there is talk of a two trillion dollar stimulus 

package that will provide aid to a devastated economy and relief to many individuals who lack a source of in-

come at this time. 

 

The church (Body of Christ) has not been immune to the hardships that this plague has unleashed on society. 

We have been told to "isolate, don't congregate." No doubt, this has forced us to come up with alternatives 

(such as outdoor worship/ worship from home) other than our usual way of assembling together in the fellow-

ship of Christian love with all the hugs and handshakes. In addition, the church has been limited in many of its 

outreach programs  (visitation, community projects, etc.) Most churches are complying with the directives that 

authorities have put in place to stymie the spread of this outbreak. But, just as our government is being called 

upon to bolster the economy, we as Christians are called to support the ministries of the church. 

 

Even though we may be temporarily limited in our capacity to minister at this time, there are things we can do 

to support the Lord's work. One way we can make difference is through our giving, which is something we are 

all called to do. Everyone is not called to be preachers, evangelists, teachers, elders, prophets or counselors. 

However, we are all called to give, and most of us at Union have been blessed by God with the ability to do 

so.  We encourage you to still give your tithes and offerings at this time if you are able. You can send this giv-

ing in by mail or drop it off at the church building (there is a locked mail box attached to the railing at the chil-

dren wing entrance.) Both the mail and locked box will be checked every day. We also encourage you to look 

for ways that you might be able to give to our community as shortages and needs are bound to appear! 

 

When we get through these trying times, our church will only be fully functional again if we are faithful with 

our tithes and offerings. When the green light comes back on, our church needs to be ready and strong, not 

weak and emaciated with a mountain of debt to overcome. So, let us give as we are able and be steadfast, 

faithful, generous, and cheerful in doing so. 

 

With Love, 

The Finance Committee                                                                            
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