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Dear Members and Friends of Union Presbyterian Church, 
 
Recently I’ve come across the poem, “The Winter is Cold, Is Cold,” by Madeleine 
L’Engle. I’ve come to really appreciate it. It is so easy, particularly in a year like this 
for one to look around and miss seeing God’s joy.   

  
The winter is cold, is cold. 
All’s spent in keeping warm. 
Has joy been frozen, too? 
I blow upon my hands 
Stiff from the biting wind. 
My heart beats slow, beats slow. 
What has become of joy? 
 
If joy’s gone from my heart 
Then it is closed to You 
Who made it, gave it life. 
If I protect myself 
I’m hiding, Lord, from you. 
How we defend ourselves 
In ancient suits of mail! 
 
Protected from the sword, 
Shrinking from the wound, 
We look for happiness, 
Small, safety-seeking, dulled, 
Selfish, exclusive, in-turned. 
Elusive, evasive, peace comes 
Only when it’s not sought. 
 
Help me forget the cold 
That grips the grasping world. 
Let me stretch out my hands 
To purifying fire, 
Clutching fingers uncurled. 
Look! Here is the melting joy. 
My heart beats once again. 
 

I love the sentiment of this poem. It expresses this idea that often we look for joy in 
all the wrong places. And we only find it when we stop looking for it in those small, 
selfish, and comfortable places we think it should be in. It makes me think of the 
painting by Lorenzo Lotto called, “Adoration of the Shepherds.” You can see an im-
age of this famous painting on the next page. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(continued from first page) 
I particularly love the idea of baby Jesus playing 
with a shepherd’s lamb in the stable.  At first 
glance it seems to contradict the poem by L’Engle. 
Look how Jesus is finding happiness in this small 
moment with a lamb. And yet as followers of 
Christ, we are all aware of the foreshadowing of 
this moment… Jesus, who is playing with a lamb, 
will one day become the lamb of God for us. 
 
If you are like me, even here in the cold final days 
of 2020, it is often possible to find small moments 
of laughter and happiness: my wife and kids make 
me laugh every day, I’ll read a joke and find my-
self chuckling, or my dogs might do something 
silly that makes me smile. At times I think that I 
wouldn’t trade those moments of happiness for 
anything…. But that’s not actually true. I would 
actually trade them all in a heartbeat if I had to 
choose between them and the much more filling 
gift of joy we receive from God. Like L’Engle, 
this Christmas may each of us find ourselves 
“stretch-[ing] out [our] hands to purifying fire, 
clutching fingers uncurled,” reaching out to the lamb of God. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor James 
 

Worship With Us This Advent 
During this season of Advent, starting November 29, there will still be 3 ways you can worship with us (as long 
as Covid-19 does not keep us from worshiping in person).  

 

1) At 9:00 AM, you can join us outside at the front of the church to worship. Because the weather is get-
ting colder. This service will be 20-30 minutes long. Join us as we sing Christmas carols by guitar, pray, 
and hear God’s word. 
 

2) At 11:00 AM, you can join us inside for a traditional Advent service.  
 

3) You can also join us from our website to worship each week. You can use our interactive bulletin that 
includes the sermon, songs, music from Union’s choir, and a children’s message. 

  
Also since we are doing less stuff inside this Christmas, we invite you to come by the church in the evening 
sometime in Advent and take a meditative walk through our 2 church gardens. We plan to have them decorated 
and lit with Christmas lights to help celebrate the season. 
  

November 29; Luke 1:5-25, “The Christmas Angels… Who Shake Us Up” 
                -First Sunday of Advent 
December 6; Luke 1:26-38, “The Christmas Angels… With a Disruptive Message” 
                -Second Sunday of Advent 
December 13; Revelation 12:1-12, “The Christmas Angels… With Swords Drawn” 
                -Third Sunday of Advent 
December 20; Luke 2:1-20, “The Christmas Angels… Who Bring Ecstasy” 
                -Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 27; Pastor James on Vacation** 

 

**Please note that on December 27, there will be no Outdoor service. Please join us indoor (if possible) or 
online! 
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Christmas Cards 
Due to the pandemic, we will not be doing the Santa’s Mail Box this year.  We hope you will use this oppor-
tunity to look through the church directory and send a Christmas greeting to a church friend you haven’t seen 
in a while.  It’s one of the best times of the year to send someone you don’t get to see very often a note of  
hope and cheer and to let them know that they are important to you! 
 

Here We Go A’Caroling 
Please join us on Sunday December 6 as we go a’caroling at 2:30 PM.  We will sing together some of the 
time-less Christmas carols and then go out and sing to some of our homebound members and friends. Come 
and let’s sing about the Good News of the Christ who was born to us! 

 
Come See Our Angels! 
During the season of Advent, our sermon series will be “Watching for 
Christmas Angels.” As part of our worship services (online, outside, and 
inside), we will include “Angel” decorations from the homes of our mem-
bers and friends. 

 

We will show the “angel” pictures online and on the screens during indoor 
worship. We’ll also have them on display for both in-person services! It’s 
not too late if you desire to share a special angel. Just contact Pastor James 
or the front office if you have an angel that you would like displayed. 

 
Union Advent Devotional 

Please join us daily on Facebook or on our website for our 2020 Advent Devo-
tions entitled, “A Season of Hope!”  
 

Each day of the week we will explore the true meaning of Christmas through 
devotions, pictures, videos, poems, songs and a suggestion for a way to show 
someone else the hope we have in Jesus. 
 

This is an opportunity to walk together through this Christmas season with 
HOPE….a gift we can point others towards in a world that sometimes seems 
hopeless. 

 

“Like” Poinsettias but So Much More  
With so many not coming inside for worship, it doesn’t make much sense to 
order Christmas Poinsettias this year. And yet, the Women of the Church 
still wanted to provide an opportunity for church members to be able to cel-

ebrate or remember loved ones this Christmas season.  
 

If there is someone you wish to honor this year, we invite you to pick up a 
“Giving Catalog Envelope” at worship and to return it with $10 at worship, 
contact the office by phone, or mail/deliver the form to the main office by 

December 16th. Names of those you love will be listed in our bulletins on 
December 20 & 24 and ALL money received will be donated to the Presby-
terian Giving Program to give gifts to those in need around the world.  
 

If you would like to learn more of what kind of “gifts” can be found in the 
Presbyterian Giving Catalog we invite you to check out their website at 
https://presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/gifts/.  
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Outdoor Nativity  
Don’t Forget to Bring A Bell! 

 

Please come and join us for the Outdoor  
Christmas Nativity at Union December 13 at 
6:00 PM. The event will be held in the upper  
parking lot and you are invited to join us that 
evening in lawn chairs or even from your car! 
 

Our church choir will lead us in Christmas Car-
ols, and our children will act out the Nativity 
story.  All of those in attendance are invited to 
bring a “bell” to ring at certain times during the  
evening. In case of rain this event will be held 
the following Sunday (December 20). Come 
join us for a wonderful evening as we experi-
ence the story of Christ’s coming in a unique 
way! 

Christmas Eve Service 

Like many things this year our Christmas Eve service is going to look a little different.  At this point, we 
know that Covid-19 is worsening across the nation. So we are planning 2 different options for Christmas Eve 
depending on what things are like. There is always a chance that we will have to shut down any type of       
in-person Christmas Eve Service but baring that– there are the 2 ways Christmas Eve might look this year... 

 

OPTION 1– Our Local Situation Allows for Indoor Services 

There will be 3 ways that you and your loved ones might worship with us 
on Christmas Eve. 

(1) Traditional Lessons and Carols Service in the Sanctuary–    
December 24th at 8:00 pm. Join us for a family friendly service 
that combines Scripture readings, video, carols, and candles.  

(2) December 25th Lessons and Carols Prayer Walk– You and 
your family (or those who you are Covid friendly with) can sign 
up for a 1/2 hour time slot– to walk together to 5 different stations 
in the church and experience this year’s Lesson and Carols Ser-
vice as a family by video. There will be chairs at each station, 
hand sanitizer, and disinfectant spray to keep each station clean.    

(3) Home Experience- Experience the Lessons and Carols Prayer 
Walk from the comfort of your home using our webpage.  

 

OPTION 2– Our Local Situation Does NOT Allow for Indoor Ser-
vices 

If it is unsafe to have the indoor service, families will be able to sign up for the Lessons and Carol’s Prayer 
Walk for the Evening of the 24th or the 25th. There will still be the possibility of experiencing the service 
from home as well. 

 

We hope that you will join us this Christmas Eve as we worship our incredible God and the gift of Christ! 
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Pastor Appreciation  
On behalf of my family, I wish to thank this wonderful church body for all the ways you have made us feel so 

loved and appreciated during pastor appreciation month. The cards, well wishes, prayers, and gifts touched us 
deeply. You don’t know how much your acts of kindness have meant to us!   
Sincerely in Christ,  
Pastor James 

 

A Note From Retiring Treasurer, Billy Wilson 

Dear Friends at Union, This month marks 10 years of my serving the Lord as the receiving treasurer of the 
church.  Having served under the direction of numerous Sessions and Finance Ministry Teams for you, I wish 
to sincerely thank all of you and others for the trust placed in me.  It has been a joy to work along side of dis-

persing treasurer Martha Simons and with assistance from our administrative assistant, Nancy Newman.  As 
my tenure comes to a close this month, thank you all for allowing me to answer God’s call in service.  I look 
forward to supporting Jason Morrison as the new receiving treasurer.   

In Christ for whom we serve, 

Billy Wilson 

 

Church Office 
The church office will be closed December 21 through December 25 for vacations and the Christmas holidays. 

Pastor James and his family will be on vacation December 26 through January 1. 

 
The Kindness Challenge 

If you have heard it in the national news, more and more families are in need 
of help to feed their families due to the pandemic and it’s impact on our econo-
my. We will be continuing to collect food items over the next few week to 
share with Crisis Assistance Ministry.  You can place your items in the red 
barrel or call Tammy Biddix and she will shop for you if you would rather 
make a monetary donation.  Through your contributions and through CAM’s 
ministry, we will help others to have a Christmas meal! 
 

 

Box of Blessing 
Word is out!  The Box of Blessing located at Stephen’s Stump is being used heavily by our community! Thank 
you to all of you who make sure the box is filled daily and all who have contributed items for the box.  But we 
still need YOUR HELP to keep the Box of  Blessing filled, especially with snacks and canned good.  Let’s 
continue to bless our neighbors that are in need of help this year. 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
Black Mountain radio station, The Light, (106.9), is offering virtual shoe box shopping 
(Operation Christmas Child).  You can go on the site and it will step you through the 
process if you are interested.  

                                https://the lightfm.org/operation-Christmas-child-collection/ 
 

UNION  
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FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF 
OCTOBER 31, 2020 

 

 

December 6 
Good Hope 
P.O. Box 784 
Kings Mountain, NC 28086 
goodhopepresbyterian@yahoo.com 
 
December 13 
Grace Covenant 
789 Merrimon Avenue 
Asheville, NC 28804 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

December 20 
Grassy Creek 
167 Greenlee Lane 
Spruce Pine, NC 28777 
 
 
 
 
 

December 27 
Green Mountain 
P.O. Box 36 
Green Mountain, NC 28740  

PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER CALENDAR 

                    
       October               Year to Date 
Revenue    $14,088               $173,600 
Expenses     15,623      171,431     
         -1,535                     2,169 
 
 
Monthly Budget Requirements         $19,124 
  
      

If you have any questions regarding the  
financial information of the Church, please feel 

free to contact Martha Simmons, Disbursing 
Treasurer, or any member of the Finance  

Committee.  Martha is responsible for  
disbursements only.  Questions regarding your 

financial giving to the Church should be  
directed to Billy Wilson, Treasurer.   

mailto:goodhopepresbyterian@yahoo.com
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  
 

 

 

1 10 AM 

Bible                 
Study 

 
 

 6 PM 

C & T 

2 

 
 

7 PM 
Choir 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

4 
 

 

 

 

5 
 

6    After  
        9 AM  
        service 
       W & S 
 

2:30 PM 
Christmas  
Caroling 

7 8  

  10 AM 
 Bible  
Study 

 
 

6 PM 
B & G 

 

9 

 
 

 
 
 

7 PM 
Choir 

Rehearsal 

10 
 

 

11 
 
 

 

12 
 

13       After  
         9 AM  
         service 
        W & C 

 

6 PM 
  Outdoor  
  Nativity 

14 15 
10 AM 
 Bible  
Study 

 
 
 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 

18 19 
 

20 

 
 

 
 

21 22 
 

23 
 

24 

 

25 
 
 

26 

27 
 

No Outdoor 
Service 

28 29 30  31 Each Sunday 
 

9  AM  
 Worship  
Outdoors 

 
10 AM 

Worship  
Indoors 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  -  NANCY ON VACATION 

Service 

8 PM 
PASTOR 

 ON 

 VACATION 

PASTOR ON VACATION 
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December 6   Christmas Caroling 

December 13   Outdoor Nativity 

December 20-December 25 Church Office Closed 

December 24/25   Christmas Eve Service 

Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Sherry Maples 

Music Director/Accompanist 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


