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Poem: Easter 
                                        by Jill Alexander Essbaum 

 

Easter is my season of defeat. 

Though all is green  

and death is done,   

I feel alone. As if the stone 

rolled off from the head 

of the tomb is lodged 

in the doorframe of my room, 

and everyone I’ve ever loved 

lives happily just past 

my able reach. And each time 

Jesus rises I’m reminded 

of this marble fact: 

they are not coming back. 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Union Presbyterian Church, 

 

In 1 Corinthians 15: 20-27 Paul writes: 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 

who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come 

also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 

shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 

then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when 

he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and 

every authority and power. 25 For Christ must reign until he has put all his 

enemies under his feet. 26 And the last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 

There are many reasons I look forward to Holy Week and Easter each year. For me 

it has always been a powerful part of church calendar, because it is about much 

more than remembering what God did for us so many years ago. It’s about much 

more than commemorating Christ’s sacrifice on the cross and the joy of the resur-

rection. Yes, it’s about all those things, but it is also a reminder for us each year that 

God is not done yet, that the event of the cross and tomb so many years ago has not 

reached it’s conclusion yet. 

 

As we all continue to age, more and more of our mentors, family, and friends pass 

away from life. In the poem “Easter,” I think Jill Alexander Essbaum puts it well. 

While Easter may retell us the story of how Christ came back from beyond the 

grave, it also serves as a painful reminder that our loved ones who are also in the 

grave aren’t coming back…. at least not yet. 
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(continued from previous page) 

But I think that’s the amazing part of the Easter story. It is a story that may have started a long time ago, but 

it’s a story that isn’t done yet.  Jesus’ resurrection is just the “firstfruits” of what Easter is all about. The story 

of the resurrection reminds me a bit of the ocean at the beach, when you watch a wave come into the shore. If a 

wave is way out in the ocean, it might take a while to reach the sand, but if it is a big enough wave it will get 

there eventually. The resurrection of Jesus is not a small wave…. Jesus sits on the throne of heaven now but 

there will come a day when those who belong to God will be raised, when Christ will destroy every other rule 

and power, and Jesus will deliver the kingdom to God the Father. And then, finally, death will be destroyed for 

good. 
 

Essbaum is right in her poem. Easter does remind us that by conquering death Jesus has done something that 

none of the rest of our loved ones get to do. But Essbaum misses one very important word in her poem; she 

misses the word “yet.” Easter reminds us that by conquering death Jesus has done something that none of the 

rest of us get to do YET. The story of Easter isn’t done yet. Like a wave on the shore, the consequences of the 

events of the cross and tomb continue to move forward. Eventually that wave will reach it’s ultimate            

destination. Eventually death WILL be destroyed for good. Praise God! 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Pastor James    
 

Sunday Worship in April 

April 7 - Philippians 4:1-9, “Finding God in the Mundane: Grocery Shopping” 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper, “Blue” Sunday, Commissioning Service  

April 14 - Isaiah 50:4-9, “A Determined Face, Eyes Forward, and a Willing Back” 

Palm Sunday 

April 21 - Luke 24: 1-12, “Not Among the Dead” 

Celebration of the Resurrection- 9:30 am service 

April 28 - Acts 5:27-32, “Becoming a Piece of the Puzzle- Peter”  

May 5 - Acts 9:10-22, “Becoming a Piece of the Puzzle- Ananias” 

 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Join us Holy Week 

This Holy Week there are a number of ways you can join us as we reflect, pray, and celebrate the sacrifice 

made for us by Christ, the joy of resurrection, and the grace and mercy shown to us by God. Included in this 

newsletter is a flyer with more details about our services that we encourage you to share with neighbors,     

family, or friends! 

(1) Sunday April 14, Palm Sunday Service at 11:00 am 

(2) Thursday, April 18, Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 pm at New 

Hope Presbyterian Church (4357 New Hope Road, Gastonia, NC 

28056). 

(3) Friday, April 19, Joint Good Friday Service at 7:00 pm at Union 

Presbyterian Church 

(4) Saturday, April 20, Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 am 

(5) Sunday April 21, Sunrise Service at 6:40 am with Breakfast           

following at 7:30 am. Easter Service in the Sanctuary at 9:30 am. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwizqcKl7J_hAhVPMd8KHRd4ChsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingbreadradio.com%2F2017%2F03%2Fmusic-holy-week%2F&psig=AOvVaw3ImrztrWMuO2jwKzjskiYr&ust=155369102049
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When looking at the data of the general type of people living around Union Church here is some of what can be 

gleaned... 

#1 People in our area tend to commute to work with 66% of them having white collar jobs 

#2 These people tend to live in the area on average 3-5 years and then move (as their jobs change) 

#3 Only 16% of the people living in our area think that going to church is important and only 13% claim 

that their faith is important to them. 

#4 More people in our area would describe themselves as “Spiritual” instead of as a “Christian.” 
 

So what does this data mean? Well for a start, Session believes this data shows that there are 2 populations that 

our church needs to become increasingly aware of in the programs, ministry, and care we do. 
 

POPULATION 1: THE CHURCHGOER 

The first population is the 16% or 13% of people who think that church and faith are important. Unfortunately, 

this group is really much smaller that 16% or 13% (because if people think church is important they are very  

likely already going to a church). Session believes that Union needs to get better at letting people “in transition” 

between churches or who just moved into the area know that our church is here and is one they might want to  

visit. Knowing that this population might only be in our area for a couple of years, we need to be organized in 

such a way that new folks who “stick” at Union can get quickly connected and made to feel part of the church 

family and ministry of the church. 
 

POPULATION 2: THE NONES AND DONES 

The second population that we need to be aware of as a church are the “nones” and “dones.” This is a MUCH 

MUCH larger population in our area. They include people who (a) have never been part of a church, (b) have 

drifted away from the church because it wasn’t meaningful enough to them, or (c) have been hurt by a church 

body in the past. We should all feel challenged as followers of Christ to take Jesus’ Great Commission very          

seriously, and find ways through our words and deeds to be strong witnesses of Christ to a culture that              

increasingly needs to hear the Good News. 
 

Session has put together a four part vision statement. One part of our church’s new statement seeks to reach that 

first population, 2 try to reach that second population, and 1 tries to help both be more successful. Can you guess 

which is which? 
 

VISION: HOW WILL UNION SEEK TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE CHRIST KNOWN? 

#1 Actively share the Good News of Christ to the students of Forrestview High school 

#2 Become a church of Missionally Focused Groups 

#3 Communicate the Gospel in worship and in the community through a variety of modern media platforms  

#4 Enthusiastically welcome new additions to the community & be a place of Christian hospitality to our region. 
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Camp Grier Workday 
Saturday, April 6  if you would like to help get the campgrounds 
ready, please see Billy Wilson. 

 

Faithful Fellowship with Food 
Sunday, April 7, Witness & Service Committee will be hosting our Faithful Fellowship 
with Food.  Please bring a side dishes to go with the main course.  The main course, rolls, 
drinks and desserts will be provided.  A basket will be made available for any donations 
you would like to give toward the main dish.  Any extra monies will go towards Justin 
Grigg’s mission trip. 

 
 

Run for the Money 5K/2K  
The Run will be held on Saturday, April 13.  Alexis Brooks will be running to represent the church.  We 
invite anyone else who would like to run/walk to come out and join Alexis.  Even if you don’t run/walk 
there will be lots to do!  Union has the opportunity to make a donation and the Foundation matches the 
donation.  We now have money doubled to give to a non-profit of our choice.  Everything will take place 
uptown at the Rotary Pavilion.   

 

Faith & Healing Prayer Service 
Join us immediately following worship on April 28 for our next Faith and Healing Prayer Service. This 
is an opportunity for you to receive prayers of healing or strength for difficult decisions for you or 
someone you care about may be facing. Oil will be available for anointing if you so desire. 
  

Shark Attack! 
Tiffany Johnson, a shark attack survivor, will be speaking at First Presbyterian in Gastonia on Sunday, 
April 28.  There will be a snack supper at 5 PM and the program will begin at 5:30 PM.  Please RSVP to 
704-864-2651 by April 25.  This event is ideal for youth. 

                  Stewardship & Sacrifice this Easter 

One Great Hour of Sharing & Blue Out Blow Out Sunday!   

As part of gearing up for the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering on Easter Sun-
day, April 21, we are asking everyone to wear something blue, clothing, hat, etc. 
or a PDA  blue T-shirt (if you have one) on Sunday, April 7.  The “Blue” represents help and why we try 
to help in many different ways. This will also be the Sunday that during worship we will commission 
those going on the PDA mission trip to Wilmington and Justin Grigg for his trip to Malawi. 

The One Great Hour of Sharing offering received on Easter Sunday is the single, largest way Presbyteri-
ans come together every year to work for a better world.  Around the world, millions of people lack ac-
cess to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation, education and opportunity.  Each gift to One 
Great Hour of Sharing helps improve the lives of people in these challenging situations. Special enve-
lopes will be provided on Easter Sunday for this offering. 

Sacrificial Offering 

In November the Finance Committee began a discussion about sacrificial giving pledges (red cards), 
finding ways to give a little extra during the season of Lent.  On Easter Sunday, April 21, we will be re-
ceiving the special sacrificial offering. This will be collected as part of our regular offering.  If you have 
been giving your “extra” each month as part of your regular giving, we thank you!  Of course, you can 
still contribute to this special giving without having made a pledge, and if you desire you are invited to 
continue giving sacrificially throughout the year. Thank you for your participation in this opportunity 
of sacrificial giving toward advancing the Kingdom of God! 
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As I embark on my journey to Africa, I am constantly reminded that God’s plans are bigger than mine. 

 Everything seems to be lining up perfectly for this trip. Winthrop’s last day of exams is April 30th, and I 

leave for Africa on May 1st.  Many other colleges have classes until Mid-May, but my schedule works out 

perfectly. I still have to ask myself if I would be willing to travel to Africa if my schedule had conflicts.  How 

do we respond when our plans do not align with God’s plan? Over the past month, I have been studying Prov-

erbs with my roommates. A proverb is just a wise saying about life that should help us in our walk with 

Christ.  One prevalent subject in Proverbs is the plans of a man versus the plans of God. I would venture to 

say that all of us like planning to some extent. I, too, like to plan, because I am very ambitious and want my 

goals to line up.  The Bible tells us that our plans often times get replaced by God’s plan. Proverbs 16:9 states, 

“The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.” How many times has God changed your 

path, and what was your reaction?  Looking back, was God’s path better than the one you planned? 

This trip is going to open my eyes to many new things.  I tend to rely on myself a lot, but I have being praying 

for this trip each and every day.  I hope the Lord gives me strength and comfort as I embark on this journey. I 

also look to the future (there I go planning again) and wonder what other opportunities God might have for 

me.  Will I be receptive of those opportunities, or will I respond negatively because they are not part of my 

plan? There is another verse in Proverbs chapter 16 that is comforting. Proverbs 16:3 states, “Commit your 

work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.”  No matter what you do in life, make sure it all points 

back to Jesus. In the weeks leading up to my trip, I ask that you pray for me and the other missionaries. I also 

ask that you pray for your own walk with God, and ask him how you can serve. Most importantly, never turn 

down an opportunity to serve the Lord, even if it is not part of your plan. 

DATE NURSERY CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

April 7 Sara Elliott & Mickie Nelson Pam & Eddie Moton 

April 14 Jan Painter & Amanda Viola Jenny Cabe & Mickie Nelson 

April 21 Vickie Holeman & Sue Lewis Easter Sunday 

April 28 Tammy Biddix  & Kim Morrison Sally McGinnis & Leslie Harris 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

WORKERS! 

You can support Justin through prayer or monetarily (you can give a donation during the FFF 

meal following church on April 7 or donate directly to his trip through the church).  

To find out about even more ways you could support Justin, please contact Tammy Biddix  

or another member of the Witness & Service Committee  
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Financial Report  

February 28, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                    

 

 

                     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 February_        Year to Date 

Revenue $15,135                $28,771 

Expenses   15,711       31,296     

               -   576                  - 2,525 

 

Monthly Budget Requirements   $18,601 

      

If you have any questions regarding the financial 

information of the Church, please feel free to  

contact Martha Simmons, Disbursing Treasurer, 

or any member of the Finance Committee.      

Martha is responsible for disbursements only.  

Questions regarding your financial giving to the 

Church should be directed to Billy Wilson,    

Treasurer.   

 

 

April 7  Westminster 

  15 Overlook Place 

  Asheville, NC 28805 

  westminsterpc@bellsouth.net 
 

April 14 Arbor Dale 

  P.O. Box 235 

  Banner Elk, NC 28604 

  arbordale@skybest.com 
 

 

PRESBYTERY PRAYER CALENDAR 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

April 21 Asheville First 

  40 Church Street 

  Asheville, NC 28801 

  office@fpcasheville.org 
 

April 28 Banner Elk 

  P.O. Box 158 

  Banner Elk, NC 28604 

  BePresChurch@skybest.com 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2   10 AM 

    Bible Study  

 

6 PM 

C & T 

 

7 PM 

B & G  

3 

 

 
7 PM 

 Choir  

Rehearsal 

4 5 
 

6 

CAMP GRIER 

WORKDAY 

 

7     9 AM   

           WOC 
 

COMMUNION 

 

 

                        By W & S 
 

 

2:30 PM 

SOC 

8   1 PM 

Golden Girls 

 
7 PM 

Betty Kendrick 

Circle 

9  10 AM 

    Bible Study                                                    

 
 

10 
      

 

 

 

7 PM 

 Choir  

Rehearsal 

11 
 

12 
 

 

13  

14  9 AM W&C 
 

 
   

12:05 PM 

 Session   

 2:30 PM   

W & S 

15 
 

 

16  10 AM 

  Bible Study 

 

 
         

17  
 

 

 

7 PM 

 Choir  

Rehearsal 

18 

7 PM 

MAUNDY 

THURSDAY 

at New Hope 

19 
7 PM 

GOOD  

FRIDAY 

SERVICE 

 

20  
         10 AM 

EASTER EGG 

HUNT 

21   6:40 AM 

   Sunrise Service 

 

    9:30 AM 
 

Easter Celebration 

     the  

     Resurrection 

 

22    23 10 AM 

  Bible Study 

24 
 

 

 

7 PM 

Choir  

Rehearsal 

25 

 
 

26 
 

 

 

27 

28   8:30 AM 

      MOC 

Faith & Healing 

Service 

 

29 30    Each Sunday 

    9:45 AM 
Sunday School 

11 AM  

 Worship 

Each Sunday 

4 PM 

Youth 

Nancy on Vacation 

Pastor James -  Study Leave 

Mission Trip through Friday, May 3 

Women’s Retreat 

Women’s Retreat 
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April 25-28 Women’s Retreat to Holden Beach (please       

  contact Rita Jumper or Sue Lewis ASAP if you 

  wish to attend) 

May 5  Women’s Birthday Celebration 

May 10 Men’s BBQ Sale 

May 12 Mother’s Day 

May 18 Youth Yard Sale 

June  10-14 Vacation Bible School 

Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Sherry Maples 

Music Director/Accompanist 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


