
Order of Service 
 

August 29, 2012 
 

Gathering for God’s Word 
  
Prelude 
  
Choral Introit 

#2164, “Sanctuary,”  #2064, “O Lord, You’re Beautiful” Sing the Faith Hymnal 
 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true 
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living sanctuary for You 
 
Oh, Lord, You're beautiful, Your face is all I seek 
For when Your eyes are on this child, Your grace abounds to me 
 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true 
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living sanctuary for You 
 
O Lord, You’re wonderful, Your touch is all I need 
And when Your hand in on this child, Your healing I receive 
 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true 
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living sanctuary for You 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
  
Time of Silence & Ringing of the Bell 
  
Call to Worship 

[Based on Psalm 14] 
Leader:The foolish say, "There is no God! We are alone, all on our own." 
People: We gather today to declare the glory of God in our lives. 
Leader: The foolish say, "This is my life; I am accountable to no one." 
People: We gather, strengthened by the Spirit, trusting that Christ dwells in our 
hearts. 
Leader: The foolish say, "Everything I have is mine; I owe nothing to any one." 
People: We gather to praise the one who calls us to serve others in love.  
Leader: Let us worship our great God! 

 
Preparing for God's Word 

 
Hymn of Adoration 

#370, "This Is My Father’s World” 
  



This is my Father's world, 
And to my listening ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world: 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas-- 
His hand the wonders wrought. 
  
This is my Father's world: 
O let me ne'er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet. 
This is my Father's world: 
The battle is not done 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied 
And earth and heaven be one 
 

Prayer of Confession  
[time of silent confession] 
All:  Gracious God, you asked for our hands, so that you might use them for your 
purpose. But at times we find the work to be too hard. You asked for our mouth 
to share your Word, but sometimes we only give you a whisper. You gave us 
eyes to see the pain of those around us who are hurting. but sometimes we 
close them, because we did not want to see. You asked for our lives, that you 
might work through us. But often we don't want to get too involved. Lord, 
forgive our calculated efforts to serve you— following your will only when it is 
convenient, only in the places where it seems safe for us, and only with those 
who make it easy to do so. Father, forgive us, renew us, send us out as usable 
instruments, that we might take seriously the meaning of your cross. Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon 

[Based on Acts 13:38; Ephesians 1:7] 
Leader: Hear the Good News. Through Jesus Christ forgiveness of sins is proclaimed 
to all of us. 
People: In Christ we have redemption through his blood and the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of God's grace. 
Leader: Thanks be to God. 

 
Hearing God's Word 

Children's Message 
Ages 12 and under gather up front as congregation sings “Jesus Loves Me.” After the 
Children's Message, the children may return to sit with their families. 
 

Hymn of Preparation 
#35, "Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty" 



 
Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear; now to His temple draw near, 
Join me in glad adoration. 
 
Praise ye the Lord, who all things so wondrously reignth; 
Shelters thee under His wings, yea so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e're have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth 
 
Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 
Let the amen sound from His people again; 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

New Testament Reading: 1 Peter 5:6-14 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in 
due time.  7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  
8   Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour.  9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because 
you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of 
sufferings.  
10   And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you 
have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and 
steadfast.  11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.  
12   With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you 
briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in 
it.  
13   She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so 
does my son Mark.  14 Greet one another with a kiss of love.  
 Peace to all of you who are in Christ.  
 

Sermon 
“Exiles Filled With Hope... A Dash of Faith” 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
[from Romans 8:1, 28, 38-39] 
People: We believe there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus; 
for we know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to God’s purpose. 
We are convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 



present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Hymn of Response 

#438, "Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me" 
 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,  
Let me hide myself in Thee;  
Let the water and the blood,  
From Thy wounded side which flowed,  
Be of sin the double cure;  
Cleanse from guilt and make me pure.  
 
Not the labors of my hands  
Can fulfill thy law's demands;  
Could my zeal no respite know,  
Could my tears forever flow,  
All for sin could not atone;  
Thou must save, and Thou alone.  
 
Nothing in my hand I bring,  
Simply to the cross I cling;  
Naked, come to Thee for dress;  
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;  
Foul, I to the fountain fly;  
Wash me, Savior, or I die.  
 
While I draw this fleeting breath,  
When my eyelids shall close in death,  
When I soar to worlds unknown,  
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,  
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,  
Let me hide myself in Thee.  
 

Prayers of the People 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

 
[particular prayers] 
 
Leader: God of grace, hear our prayer, 



People: And in your love, answer. 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Choral Anthem 
"Hands of the Healer" 
Union Presbyterian Choir 
 

Benediction 
 

Benediction Response 
#581, "Glory Be to the Father” 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

Postlude 
 

 


