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Dear friends and members of Union Presbyterian Church, 
 
I have read that Alfred Austin has the reputation by many as being one of the least 
liked and read English poet. That may be the case, but I love his poem, “Love’s Trin-
ity.” 

Love’s Trinity 
Soul, heart, and body, we thus singly name, 
Are not in love divisible and distinct, But each with each inseparably link'd.    
One is not honour, and the other shame, 
But burn as closely fused as fuel, heat, and flame. 
 
They do not love who give the body and keep 
The heart ungiven; nor they who yield the soul, And guard the body. Love 
doth give the whole; 
Its range being high as heaven, as ocean deep, 
Wide as the realms of air or planet's curving sweep. 

 
I love how Austin writes how the places where each of us “feel” and “express” relate 
to one another. I know this rings true for me. I know how my body feels different 
when I fall in love and how it takes action from my body to show love to others. I’ve 
been broken hearted so I know how love effects the heart. And I have experienced 
how love ties into my relationship with God. It definitely plays a role in the health of 
my soul. 
 
The first Sunday of June, June 7, is “Trinity 
Sunday” on the church calendar. As a way of 
celebrating this special day on the church cal-
endar, we will have a three week sermon series 
on the Trinity “as seen” in the book of Gene-
sis. But as I think about the Trinity, I can’t 
help but think of those three words Alfred 
Austin believed were “Love’s Trinity.” Be-
cause don’t they also show how our Triune 
God loves us? 

-God the Father’s HEART for us is so 
big that He came up with a plan on 
how to draw us back to him through 
Christ. 
-God the Son came to earth in BODY 
to conquer sin and death because of his love for us. 
-God the Spirit lives in our SOUL helping us to learn to better love God and 
one another. 
 

Soul, Heart, and Body… this “Trinity of  Love” is so evident in the “Trinity of God.” 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor James 
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Worship for June 
New Sermon Lectionary Series: The Trinity in Genesis 
June 7 Genesis 1.1-2.3- “Made in the Image of the Triune God” 

-Graduation Sunday; Trinity Sunday 
June 14 Genesis 18:1-15- “Three Men and a Baby” 
June 21 Genesis 16:1-16 (Genesis 21:8-21)- “What’s My Name?” 

-Father’s Day 
  
New Sermon Series: What is Our Chief Purpose? 
June 28 Psalm 100- “We Glorify… Because We Know that the Lord is God” 
July 5 Psalm 8- “We Glorify… Because He First Glorified Us” 
 
 

Worship Offerings at Union Moving Forward 
As long as there is no spike in coronavirus cases in our local region, our Session and church committees contin-
ue to move forward in opening up our church building for more use. 

1.Church Office Hours have returned to normal (Tuesday- Friday from 9 AM- 1 PM) 

2.We are continuing to Worship Outside each Sunday. The time for this service is currently dependent 
on how hot it is! This Sunday, June 7, worship will be at 9 AM. 

3. We continue to offer ways for you to worship remotely– with our Online Interactive Bulletin each 
Sunday and our Thursday 7 PM  Prayer Conference Call. You can join us for the call by using the 
phone number (701) 802-5058 and then punching in the access code, 4694513#. 

4. Starting June 9, our weekly Tuesday Zoom Bible Study is moving to the mornings at 10 AM. You 
can connect by your smart phone or computer to this meeting by downloading the zoom app 
at https://zoom.us/download.  Then you can join the Bible discussion by typing in: 

Meeting ID#: 795-0277-8022 

Password: John1-21 (no spaces) 

5. And you can join us each day in a time of devotion and prayer from home. Until we are worshiping in 
the building again, Nancy Newman will be posting a Daily Prayer to our webpage that can be accessed 
under the heading “Worship Online” and 2 to 3 times a week Pastor James will post a Bible Devotion 
that connects to the book of the Bible that the Tuesday Bible Study is working through.  

 
In the meantime, Union’s Committees are hard at work putting into place a plan to allow us to have worship in-
side again as well as eventually our additional programs. When this committee work is finished to Session’s sat-
isfaction and as long as our local region remains relatively “quiet” on the Covid-19 front, we will begin meeting 
again inside in the safest way possible. This means that our indoor worship will “look” a little different for a 
while and it also might mean that some of us will have to temporary give up our normal seats in order to spread 
out appropriately. But it will be great to be together inside again! 
 
If you have some strong opinions about what indoor worship should look like moving forward, we encourage 
you to join one of our committees or to give one of our elders a call.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk of Session 
Sally McGinnis 

Assistant Clerk 
Carol Beasley 

Building and Grounds:  
Jason Cabe & Charlie Nelson 

Finance Comittee: 
Sally McGinnis & Glenn Sparrow 

Communication and Technology: 
Kim Lee & Tim Grigg 

Strengthening the Church: 
Jr Thompson & Sue Lewis 

Witness and Service: 
Tammy Biddix & Jason Morrison 

Worship and Commitment: 
           Carol Beasley & Billy Jordan 
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Some Reflections During the Pandemic 

I really appreciated Pastor James’ sermon on 5/31/2020 where he talked about the “fruit of the Spirit” from 
Galatians 5:13-26.  He noted how the scripture says “fruit” and not “fruits” as there is only one Spirit that 
gives us the different characteristics of the fruit.  He also noted that we may have different natural characteris-
tics, but it is the Spirit that provides the “fruit” and allows us to go beyond the natural.  This hit home as we 
have had various family issues during this time and our society is going through several self-serving issues as 
well.  The end of verse 13, “…serve one another humbly in love.” (NIV) is especially hard as our human na-
ture is usually in conflict with “serving,” being “humble,” and doing everything “in love.”  Jesus’ example of 
humbly serving and paying the ultimate price for our forgiveness and loving everyone no matter who they are 
or what societal class they are placed gives me hope.  Knowing that I am not perfect and yet I am still loved by 
God allows me to push forward and not focus on my weaknesses, but trust that God’s power will give me the 
strength I need to get through the day.  I hope you and your families are staying safe and I hope that you can 
come to know God and the peace that He brings.  John 16:33 says “I have told you these things, so that in me 
you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.”  It is 
awesome knowing we serve a God who has overcome our troubles and provides us a glorious future!    

-Tim Grigg 
 

I was reading the obituary for Lewis Brooks recently, when my grandson asked me what I was doing.  I ex-
plained what an obituary was, and showed Wyatt the picture of Lewis.  He quickly asked me, “Is that the man 
who comes to all the Sunday school classes every week?  WHAT are we going to do? HOW are we going to 
replace him?”  I was stunned. What a question for a 7 year old! Hopefully, if we are ever able to have Sunday 
school again, we can find someone else to do the job. BUT, you know what I suddenly realized?  We CAN-
NOT replace Lewis Brooks! God created each of us differently, with very different gifts and talents, and each 
of us with a very special job to do that God has created us for. Lewis Brooks has completed his job on Earth. I 
started thinking about how many things God has for us to do – but we each have to do our own work! I wonder 
how I am doing with the job He gave me?  Lewis clearly did an awesome job! He is home now!  Thanks for 
the lesson Wyatt and Lewis!  I am trying to listen a little closer to the Lord these days to stay on track….. 

-Sally McGinnis 
 

I’ve always wished I was the kind of person who journaled. During Seminary, some of my classmates would 
share the wonderful way God touched their lives as they wrote about what they read in Scripture, prayed, and 
even what they heard from God about. I have tried journaling off and on over the years. But I’ve never been 
that great at staying consistent. One of the joys that I found in the last few months has been with writing a de-
votion for the website (daily and then 2-3 times a week). It has been nice to take the time to not only to read 
Scripture, but to write down a few words on how that passage touched me right there and then. It has forced 
me to slow down and to listen to God more. By stopping and reflecting on those passages in writing, I’ve also 
found myself seeing more and more how what I’ve read in God’s Word connects to everything else going on 
in my day. It has truly been a blessing! 

-Pastor James 
 

You know you are getting old when one of your grandchildren asks, “Nana, have you ever seen anything like 
this in your lifetime?”  My response was, “No, 2020 has been a 
very different year from any other year in my lifetime.”  This I 
can say about this year, I have had to shut down certain aspects 
of my everyday life and turn to God’s Word and prayer in a 
greater fashion than ever.  The media, whether it be the news, 
internet, twitter or facebook can be used as a great instrument 
to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ but it can bring great con-
fusion as well.  Recently I saw one incident reported in three 
different media places and was all over the place describing 
the “truth.”  In my relationship with this wonderful God I 
serve, I pray He will help me stand in the “truth” and I will be, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, able to point people toward 
the Truth, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

-Nancy Newman 
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Some Reflections During the Pandemic Continued 
I suspect we all remember where we were and what we were doing on September 11th 2001.  We couldn’t be-
lieve the images we saw on tv. I simply could not fathom “why”.  Nearly 3,000 people died from the actions of a 
handful of people. 

 

Fast forward to 2020, much like 9-11 we never really saw this Covid-19 virus coming, we can’t believe the im-
ages on tv of how fast it spreads, how people react and care and protect others…or not. As I study the world 
around me, trying to make sense of things the only thing I could come up with is “Yes Lord, I hear you, Yes 
Lord, I see you.”  As my mind starts reeling over what to do and who to call, it became somewhat clear the call 
was already being answered. Man is POWERLESS! It seemed the whole world stopped and looked and listened, 
we saw people die without their family beside them, only the Angels who cared for them on our behalf. We 
watched it spread, country to country and state by state.  We lost our jobs and our businesses, we stopped travel-
ing and we stayed home. We stayed home to protect our neighbors from ourselves. Much of this world did the 
same thing I was doing, we prayed.  That’s what we do when we realize we can not control the outcome of this 
world, of other’s beliefs, of consumer spending, of educating the young. We can not control the supply of toilet 
paper or paper towels, of who wears a mask and who doesn’t.  God gave us free will, we can’t even control our-
selves most of the time. 

 

I know God has heard me, He knows my situation, He knows my struggle and my sins.  Thanks be to God for 
such a comfort as this! He’s literally got the whole entire world in His hands!  The whole world knows it, we all 
can see it.  This is indeed a test, a test we will all fail to some degree.  I will aspire to minimize my shortcomings 
and failures and try to be more kind.  I dabble with writing poetry and sometimes I do well at it, this year I have-
n’t even tried to write, until now when I started with this; 

“We are not worthy, and yet we still pray 

Such an awful arrogance we still display 

With no regard for our fellow man 

Yet we still look up for a helping hand” 

-Kim Lee 

 

More than anything, the coronavirus has reaffirmed what I 
already knew -- that we live in a fragile world that is some-
times chaotic and full of uncertainties. Jesus told us as much 
in John 16:33 when He said "in the world ye shall have trib-
ulation." Then He added a very important conclusion to the 
chapter when he stated "but be of good cheer; I have over-
come the world." 

 

 No matter what our nation has been faced with, whether it 
be a Spanish flu that killed millions from 1918 to 1920 or a 
civil war that claimed over six hundred thousand lives from 
1860 to 1864, we can see throughout our history that it has 
been a strong faith in our Lord that has enabled us to with-
stand these hardships, tribulations and calamities. It is no 
different with this virus. Things may look dark; gloom and 
bleakness can grip us with fear if we allow such things to 
take a stronghold over our lives. However, despite how they 
look, everything is under control. Jesus has already won the 
victory for us and our faith in Him will see us through these 
times just as it has in years past. 

In Christ, 

Glenn Sparrow 
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Stephen’s Stump 
If I were to ask you where the most important part of Union’s property is, what would you say? Some might 
say that it is the cemetery. The cemetery helps us remember all the saints that have gone before us, and the 
larger church we are a part of. Others may say it is the Sanctuary, where we come together to glorify God. Still 
others might say it is the Fellowship Hall, where we come to be together as the body of Christ. Still others 
might say that it is the Children’s wing and youth building, because that is where the future of the church is. 
All of these are great answers for different reasons. 
 

But if I were to ask you what part of our church property is most important for us to do the work of the Great 
Commission, what would your answer be then? I would argue that maybe this most important place is  
Stephen’s Stump. This little piece of property, nestled right next to Forrestview HS, may have more ways to 
reach out into our community than any other. 
 

Recently when we were brainstorming uses for this property, we realized that it needed a name. A couple peo-
ple started calling it Stephen’s Stump. And I think that this name is perfect. On the one hand, the name is prac-
tical. For those with a long memory, they will remember how the Steven family used to live in a house there. 
There is also a big stump on the property. But if you’ve noticed, we are calling Stephen’s Stump 
not Steven’s Stump. In Acts, we can read about the calling of the first deacons. These individuals were called 
to minister to the needs of the community: helping the poor and needy of the growing church. We read that one 
of these first deacons was Stephen. Stephen not only excelled in his deacon 
responsibilities but also couldn’t help sharing the Gospel with others! His wit-
ness resulted in being stoned to death. 
 

There are also multiple definitions for the word stump. One in Webster is “to 
travel over (a region) making political speeches or supporting a cause.” So 
when we tell someone to meet us at Stephen’s Stump, we could be telling 
them to meet us by that big stump where the Steven’s used to live. Or we 
could be saying to meet at that place (among many others) where we support 
the cause of Christ, and like Stephen will be caring for the basic needs of our 
community while boldly proclaiming the Gospel!  
 

I really like that second definition and I look forward to when we can once again meet at Stephen’s Stump to 
do the work of the Lord! 
 
 

Graduation Sunday, Father’s Day, & Morning Bible Study 
Our normal church schedule has been a little strange as of late, but during the month of June this is not going 
to stop us from doing a little celebrating!  
 
On June 7, as part of our worship service, we will include a Graduate Recognition. We invite any graduates 
to come to our outdoor service with cap and gown! We know this year has been a little odd for all the gradu-
ates in our community. We encourage you to use this week as an opportunity to reach out to (maybe call or 
send a card) to the graduates that you know!  
 
On June 21, as part of Father’s Day we will Commissioning all the Men of Church during our worship ser-
vice. This will include a time of prayer to ask God to strengthen, empower, and encourage our church men in 
their faith and service of God. There will also be small gift of encouragement for them! 
 
Also, please remember that starting June 9, our weekly Zoom Bible Study is moving to the mornings! We 
will be meeting at 10 AM. If you wish to be a part of this Bible Study but the technology of Zoom is a little 
daunting, please contact Pastor James. He is more than willing to make a house call to help get Zoom working 
on your desktop computer, tablet, or smart phone! You could also try to join yourself by downloading the 
Zoom application and then putting in the meeting ID and password! 

Meeting ID#: 795-0277-8022 
Password: John1-21 (no spaces) 
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224th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA  
 

Sally McGinnis has been elected to be one of the 504 Commissioners (Ruling and Teaching Elders) to our de-
nomination’s General Assembly (National Denominational Gathering) this year. We encourage you to check 
out below what is going on this year to prepare for the event.  
 

General Assembly was scheduled to convene June 20-27 in Baltimore, deliberating the business of the denom-
ination and discerning the mind of Christ.  Due to COVID-19 the Assembly will now be entirely online.  If 
you would like to participate in the largest digital and social media gathering this nation has ever seen, here 
are the links for the abbreviated Assembly: https://ga-pcusa.org/ or on Facebook: https//www.facebook.com/
spiritofga/.  The dates for the livestreaming are June 19, 26, and 27, 2020. 

 

Here is part of a statement from the Committee of the Office of the General Assembly about the event:  
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is in unprecedented times. Within a few short months, an unknown and un-
seen virus has ravaged nearly every corner of the planet. Loved ones who were healthy have been struck 
down. Families have had to grieve without having an opportunity to personally say goodbye. For the first time 
in our denomination’s history, we are preparing for a General Assembly that will be totally online. Part of the 
grief COVID-19 has invited into our lives is the inability to be fully ourselves within the parameters of what 
we can do with what we have in a particular time frame. In other words, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is 
much more than standing rules, budgets, and elections. As our Stated Clerk recently said, “We are not divorc-
ing ourselves from the work of social justice.” We are about justice. We are advocacy. We are theological and 
we are prophetic. But in these times of a pandemic, this is the necessary response in considering the health and 
well-being of the hosting community, commissioners, advisory delegates, observers, and staff.  
 

ONLINE ASSEMBLY – WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
Presbyterians will not gather for the assembly in person in Baltimore in June, but the assembly will convene 
on Friday, June 19, 2020 to elect a new Moderator and Vice-Moderator or Co-Moderators, and to consider and 
act on a limited list of critical business items. These sessions will be conducted online, hosted in a secure envi-
ronment. Commissioners, advisory delegates and corresponding members will join the sessions from their 
homes, offices or other safe spaces using their own computer, tablet or smart phone. As in a physical General 
Assembly, commissioners will have voice and vote and advisory delegates will be polled before the commis-
sioner vote; corresponding members will have voice. These sessions will be live streamed for the many others 
who are interested.  

 

COMMITTEE BUSINESS                                                                                                                                                                                       
The Committee on the Office of the General Assembly has recommended that business items not be referred 
to Assembly committees for consideration before they are taken up in plenary.  Each commissioner and advi-
sory delegate will be assigned to one of twelve small groups that will meet electronically in advance of the 
assembly to build community and share concerns, questions and expectations for the upcoming event.  
 

ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 
Business items that have been submitted for consideration during the 224th General Assembly (2022) will be 
addressed in one of two ways. Items that have been categorized as critical to the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.)’s legal and fiscal responsibilities, as well as those core to the continuity of function for agencies and 
mid councils between now and the assembly scheduled for 2022, will be considered in online plenary ses-
sions. Many of these items may be considered in consent agendas, allowing commissioners to make efficient 
decisions on these critical items. Other items will be referred on to the 225th General Assembly (2022). Gen-
eral Assembly staff will be in touch with agencies, committees, and mid councils between now and the next 
assembly to ensure that submitted items are still relevant for the church in 2022. In the meantime, Presbyteri-
ans are encouraged to continue their ministries. The business of this assembly will therefore serve as a support 
and foundation for the creative action and changing presence of the church in this time. 
 

Please pray for our work over the month of June, that we may discern the heart of Christ, 
 

 

Sally McGinnis 

https://ga-pcusa.org/
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
April 2020 

 

                                                                   
 April                Year to Date 

Revenue       $15,075                 $74,405 
Expenses        15,795        82,186     
              - 720                   - 7,781 
 
Monthly Budget Requirements         $19,124 
    
    

If you have any questions regarding the  
financial information of the Church, please 

feel free to contact Martha Simmons,  
Disbursing Treasurer, or any member of the 

Finance Committee.  Martha is responsible for 
disbursements only.  Questions regarding your 

financial giving to the Church should be 
 directed to Billy Wilson, Treasurer.   
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Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Sherry Maples 

Music Director/Accompanist 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


