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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

Dear Members and Friends of Union Presbyterian Church, 
 

In Jen Wilkin’s book, None Like Him: 10 Ways God is Dif-

ferent From Us, there is a chapter on how God is self-

sufficient and we aren’t. Wilkin argues that throughout human 

history, we have dreamed of self-sufficiency. Our fascination 

with perpetual motion machines, caffeine laced drinks to keep 

us functioning, and even the one time popularity of the Ener-

gizer Bunny (who keeps going.. and going... and going…) is 

just some of the evidence of a deep desire to do it all without help. 
 

Logically most of us know that the only being that is actually self-sufficient is God. 

In Acts 17:24-25, we read that it is only God who made everything and is in need of 

nothing. God does not need our love, he does not need our worship, he does not 

need our sacrifices, and he certainly does not need our help. God is truly self-

sufficient. He is self-sufficient in a way that human beings could only dream of be-

ing. You and I aren’t created to be self-sufficient. We couldn’t do it even if we tried 

our whole lives. And yet, so many of us do try to be self-sufficient anyway. 
 

We can’t do it alone. We need God. We need one another. And Wilkin argues in 

None Like Him that when we try to be self-sufficient all we end up doing is making 

our lives worse off than they were before. We might find ourselves praying less (if 

we imagine that we are the ultimate provider why would we need to talk to our true 

provider). We might find ourselves forgetting important moments and getting angry 

more often (if we make-believe we can handle things on our own isn’t it easier to 

conveniently forget all the times we’ve relied on others or God in the past and when 

we fall short isn’t it easier to get angry that our needs or flaws are exposed?). And 

when we try to be self sufficient it often becomes more likely that we will conceal 

our sin from others (even avoiding church altogether) and get utterly exhausted 

from trying to do what we can’t alone. 
 

I am convinced that one of the best lessons of Scripture is that you and I are not 

self-sufficient and that it is okay for us to stop trying. Instead we could be thankful 

that we follow a God who actually is self-sufficient; a God who can meet and care 

for our needs and provide us a church family that can come alongside us in the good 

and bad. Often during the season of Lent, we are encouraged to give something up 

as a way to rely on God a little more as we prepare our hearts for Easter and Resur-

rection. I wonder, if maybe this Lent I need to find a way to try and give up at least 

one way I try to be self-sufficient (or in control) at church, at home, with friends, or 

with my family. If I tried, I certainly would have whole lot of self-sufficient things I 

do that I could choose between to give up. But if I really believe that one of the best 

lessons of Scripture is that we are not self-sufficient and God is, maybe it’s time to 

put more of my money where my mouth is… 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 

Pastor James   
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For  the past year we have had a team looking at how as a church we might better share the gospel and do min-

istry in our community. This team consisted of Faye Harrell, Billy Jordan, Kathy Kytle, David Lawson, Larry 

Meek, Eric Nelson, and Pastor James. Our hope here at Union Church is that we will be able to keep being the 

unique and special part of Christ’s body that God has created this church to be, but be able to reach out with 

the gospel is some new ways that might better connect to people in our community.  

In looking at data, meeting with our consultant, and talking with other members of the congregation and in the 

community, it quickly became clear to our team that a major challenge in doing ministry today is the realiza-

tion that some things about our culture are different than they used to be.  

So in what ways has culture changed? Below and on the next page are 5 myths about doing ministry that many 

of us may wish were true but are actually less true today than ever. 

 

Myth #1 “If they just put prayer back into school then we wouldn’t have all the problems 

we have today” 

This myth goes with some other “if only” myths… “if only Sunday Sabbath Blue Laws returned,”  “if only 

kid’s sports stopped happening on Sunday,” “if only the war on Christmas was stopped,” or “if only college 

and professional football wasn’t played on Sunday.” 

The myth falsely claims that changes in our society that we don’t like could be easily corrected with a quick 

fix. But there is not some small group of anti-church people out there who are secretly destroying our society 

(that if we just got rid of would fix all our problems). The main reason our culture is becoming less “churched” 

is that the percentage of our country that has a vibrant ongoing relationship with Christ is shrinking. A general 

apathy of faith is part of what is changing our culture. One great example of this can be seen with kid’s sports 

that take place on Sunday. If lots of parents were not willing to have their children participate in Sunday sports 

there would not be kids Sunday sports. 

Like the church of the New Testament, our goal should not be to sit around and complain about what in the 

culture doesn’t fit with our beliefs. Our goal as the church should be to share with others what a vibrant ongo-

ing relationship with Christ could look like!   

 

Myth #2 “Union is just a small country church in a rural blue collar community.” 

We may still imagine ourselves as a small rural church, but Union Church is no longer in a rural blue collar 

community. Demographic data suggests that the immediate area surrounding Union Church is 66% white col-

lar vs. 34% blue collar, with the vast majority of non-retired families being college educated, with two work-

ing spouses, commuting up to 45 minutes away.  

This has a huge implication for our church. There are tons of new people moving to our area but these people 

live differently than those who have lived in this community before… often with one foot in Gastonia and the 

other in Charlotte. 
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Myth #3 “People in our community live in these parts forever.” 

There was a time when this was very true; when families might live in the same house in this region their 

whole lives. However, demographic data suggests that in the immediate area surrounding Union Church the 

majority of people now live in this area for short periods of time due to their job. They will likely move out 

and be replaced with new short time home owners within 3-5 years as their jobs change. 

As a church this means we need to get even better at welcoming new people into our church, helping them 

plug into fellowship and ministry, and be prepared to say goodbye! 

 

Myth #4 “We are in the Bible Belt, there is no one to evangelize here.” 

Demographic data suggests that 35% of the people in our region would say that they are evangelical Chris-

tians. Compared to some other regions of the United States this number is pretty high. However, that same data 

suggests that only 16% believe that going to church is important and only 13% believe that their faith is im-

portant. Take a minute to let those numbers sink in… Further, more in this region (41% of people) would call 

themselves “spiritual” than “Christian” (which can mean all 

sorts of things).  

With our church’s long time mission connection with Mala-

wi, there are a number of people at our church who love the 

tongue-in-cheek song, “Please don’t send me to Africa,” a 

song that humorously has someone complaining to God that 

they would serve him in any number of great ways as long as 

God didn’t call them to be a missionary. But oddly enough, 

there is currently a higher percentage of Christians regularly 

going to church in Malawi than there is in our community 

here. There is a mission field right outside our door. 

 

Myth #5 “If we build it they will come.” 

If people are more busy, less connected to this community (spending half their lives in Charlotte), less interest-

ed in going to church regularly, and have a greater apathy toward church in general, the shocking truth is that 

big church programs don’t necessarily equate to larger church attendance. If Union puts together a big amazing 

program at the church, our most likely result would be for us to have a large number of people come to it… 

and it alone. Amazing church programs no longer directly equate to increased worship attendance. 

As a church, it will be important for us to reach out to 2 groups of people: new people coming to the area (who 

are part of the small percentage of those who are looking for a church home) and making connections and rela-

tionships with those who have no initial interest in going to church. We need to be ready to do the work of 

basic friendship evangelism, slowly getting to know people who don’t have  a vibrant ongoing relationship 

with God and to be witnesses of Christ to them! 

 

More to Come… 

During this month we hope you will take some time to think on these 5 myths and consider how many you 

may hold. When stepping out in faith, a good first step is always in better understanding what we need to step 

out of!! On Sunday March 17, we will be having a St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon after worship (sponsored by the 

youth). We hope that you will be willing to stay a few minutes at the end of the luncheon to join in a discus-

sion about what these myths mean for us and how as a church we hope to take our next steps of faith!  
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Sacrificial Offering 

There is still plenty of time to make a pledge toward our special 

sacrificial giving offering that will be received on Easter Sunday 

morning, April 21.  (These were the red sacrificial offering cards 

handed out last November with the 2019 pledge cards.)   Pledge 

cards will be available through the church office and in the 

church vestibules.  Of course, you can contribute to this offering 

without making a pledge with the assurance of knowing that your 

gift will be just as useful toward the carrying out of God’s work. 

Hey Kids! 

You don’t want to miss Children’s Sunday School rotation, “Scrapping Through Holy Week.”  Each of us 

will be making a scrapbook of Jesus’ journey during the last week before the cross.   

 

Women’s Ministry 

Our Ladies Circles will meet Monday, March 4. The Golden Girls Circle will meet at 1 PM at the home of 

Gale Morrison.  The Betty Kendrick Circle will meet at 7 PM. 
 

Also, the Women are planning a trip to Holden Beach April 25 -April 28.  Please let Rita Jumper or Sue 

Lewis know if you are interested. 

 

Shrove Tuesday 

Robinson Memorial is hosting a Pancake Supper on Tuesday, March 5 from 5 - 8 PM.  Cost is $5 per    

person and children eat free. 

 

Ash Wednesday 

On Wednesday, March 6 we will have Ashes on the Go from 6- 8 AM at Stephens Stump next to Forres-

tivew High School. We will also have a traditional Ash Wednesday service at 7 PM in the Sanctuary. 

 

Hunter Safety & Blade Sharpening 

On Saturday, March 9 from 9 AM until 1 PM we will have our annual FREE Lawnmower Blade         

Sharpening.  The Hunter Safety course will take place from 9 AM until 5 PM.  Please use the enclosed   

flyer to invite someone. 

 

Pancake Supper 

The Men of the Church are sponsoring an All You Can Eat Pancake Supper on  Friday, March 15 from 

4:30- 6 PM.  You are welcome to use the enclosed flyer to invite someone. 

 

FFF - St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon 

Sunday, March 17, our Youth will sponsor a St. Patrick’s Day luncheon, followed by a 

question & answer time about PneuMatrix.  Please come out and support our Youth! 

 

Happy Years 

The Women of the Church will be sponsoring Happy Years on Wednesday, March 20 at 12 PM.  Please 

come and enjoy a wonderful meal of ham, mac & cheese, green beans, slaw, pineapple casserole and great 

desserts.  The meal is provided, so please join us for good food and great fellowship.   
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Bingo at Terrace Ridge 

Join us in our ministry to the residents of Terrace Ridge on    

Thursday, March 21 at 4 PM.  We need volunteers to assist and if 

you are interested in being a part of this ministry, please see    

Nancy Gardner. 

 

Camp Grier 

Saturday, April 6 is our Camp Grier Workday.  Please see Billy 

Wilson for more information. 

 

Children’s Sermons in a Box 

Beginning in the month of February, each Sunday a different child of the church will be invited to take our 

empty Children’s Sermon Box home with them and bring it back the next week with something in it. That 

item (whatever it is) will be the topic of the following week’s Children’s Sermon! Please help your children 

know whether they are allowed to take the box home with them each week and help them remember to bring 

it back the following week if they are selected! 

 

 

Worship for March 

Every day all of us have “mundane” tasks to accomplish: we brush our teeth, we run errands, we get junk 

mail (or obscure texts), etc.. Really, most of our lives have way more to do with everyday kinds of things  

than with the extraordinary. So how can our relationship with God flourish even when most of our days sort 

of look the same as the one before? During the Season of Lent, we hope you will join us as we explore how 

we all might better find God in the Mundane. 

March 3-Habukkuk 3:1-19, “The Questions of Habakkuk: And Yet!!” 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

March 10- Colossians 3:1-14, “Finding God in the Mundane: Brushing Your Teeth” 

March 17- Romans 11:33-12:3, “Finding God in the Mundane: Running Errands” 

March 24- James 1:2-8, “Finding God in the Mundane: Getting Obscure Texts” 

March 31- John 14:19-24, “Finding God in the Mundane: Lunch Break” 

April 7-Philippians 4:1-9, “Finding God in the Mundane: Grocery Shopping” 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper  

DATE NURSERY CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

March 3 Melody Caldwell & Shelly Grigg Kimberly Morrison & Amanda Viola 

March 10 Twilah Jordan & Vicky Holeman Faye Harrell & Shelly Grigg 

March 17 Tammy Biddix & Vicky Holeman Jennifer & Eric Nelson 

March 24 Allison Jones & Kimberly Morrison Vicky Holeman & Kim Chilton 

March 31 Melody Caldwell & Martha Simmons Sally McGinnis & Leslie Harris 
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Financial Report  

January 31, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                    

 

 

                     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

                    January_       Year to Date 

Revenue     $13,636                $13,636  

Expenses      15,586       15,586  

            1,950                    1,950 

 

Monthly Budget Requirements          $18,601 

       

If you have any questions regarding the finan-

cial information of the Church, please feel free 

to contact Martha Simmons, Disbursing Treas-

urer, or any member of the Finance Committee.    

Martha is responsible for disbursements only.  

Questions regarding your financial giving to 

the Church should be directed to Billy Wilson, 

Treasurer.   

 

 March 3 

Warren Wilson, P.O. Box 9000,Asheville, NC 28815 

deagle@warren-wilson.edu 
 

March 10 

Waynesville 1st, 305 N. Main St., Waynesville, NC 28786 

firstpresalive@bellsout.net 
 

March 17 

Wee Kirk, P.O. Box 702, Linville, NC 28646 
 

March 24 

West Asheville, 690 Haywood Rd., Asheville, NC 28806 

info@westashepres.org 
 

March 31 

West Avenue, P.O. Box 12662, Gastonia, NC 28052 

wapc@charlotte.twcbc.com 

PRESBYTERY PRAYER  

CALENDAR 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 
 

2 

 

 

3   8:30 AM 

 MOC 
 

9 AM  WOC  

 
 

COMMUNION 

 
 

2:30 PM 

SOC 

4    1 PM 

Golden Girls 

at home of Gale  

Morrison 

7 PM 

Betty Kendrick 

Circle 

5   10 AM 

    Bible Study                                                    

 
6 PM 

C & T 

 

7 PM 

B & G  

6 
     6-8 AM 

Ashes on the 

Go 

 

7 PM 

Ash  

Wednesday 

Service 

7 
 

8 
 

 

9 9AM - 1 PM 

Blade  

Sharpening & 

Vehicle Check 

9 AM - 5 PM 

Hunter Safety 

10   9 AM 

   W & C 

Elder 

Installation/

Ordination  

2:30    

W & S 

11 
 

 

12  10 AM 

  Bible Study 

 

 
         

13  

 
 

7 PM 

 Choir  

Rehearsal 

14 
 

 

15 
4:30  - 6 PM 

Pancake 

Supper 

MOC 

16 
 

 

17      

St. Patrick’s Day 

Luncheon 

 

 

18    19  10 AM 

  Bible Study 

20 

12 PM 

Happy Years 

(WOC) 
 

7 PM 

Choir  

Rehearsal 

21 

 
4 PM 

Bingo at  

Terrace Ridge 

22 
 

 

 

23 

24 8:30 AM 

           MOC 

 

2:30 PM 

Stated Session  

25 26 10 AM 

  Bible Study 

27 

 
7 PM 

Choir  

Rehearsal 

28 29 30 

31     Each Sunday 

    9:45 AM 
Sunday School 

11 AM  

 Worship 

Each Sunday 

4 PM 

Youth 

1 PM 

W & S 
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April 6   Camp Grier Workday 

April 7   Faithful Fellowship with Food 

April 14  Palm Sunday 

April 18  Maundy Thursday 

April 19  Good Friday 

April 20  East Egg Hunt 

April 21  Celebrating the Resurrection of the Lord 

Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Sherry Maples 

Music Director/Accompanist 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


