
Gathering for God’s Word 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 
Time of Silence & Ringing of the Bell  
 
Call to Worship:  [based on Isaiah 53:1, 4-5, 12] 

Leader: Who has believed what we have heard? And to 
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
People: Praise be to the one who shouldered the sins 
of the many and prayed for the rebellious. 
Leader: Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried 
our diseases; yet we account him stricken, 
struck down by God and afflicted. 
People: Praise be to the one who shouldered the sins 
of the many and prayed for the rebellious. 
Leader: He was wounded for our transgressions, crushed 
for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that 
made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 
People: Praise be to the one who shouldered the sins 
of the many and prayed for the rebellious. 
 

Preparing for God's Word 
 

Hymn of Adoration:  ”Open the Eyes of My Heart” 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 
Open the eyes of my heart 
I want to see You 
I want to see You 

To see You high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory 
Pour out Your power and love 
As we sing holy, holy, holy 

Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy 
Holy, holy, holy 
I want to see you 
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Anthem  

 
Benediction:  [Based on Hebrews 13:20-21] 

Leader: Go forth in joy to love and serve God in all that you 
do. Let us bless our Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
Leader: May the God of peace, who raised to life the great 
shepherd of the sheep, make us ready to do his will in every 
good thing, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever 
and ever.  
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen. 

 
 

Postlude 
 



 

Prayer of Confession 
All:   Almighty God, through Christ you have made us 
your children. And yet often we do not reflect you all 
that well. Often we act less like "yours" and more like 
"kids." Sometimes Lord, we are like toddlers 
who wander off and need to hear Your call before we 
come back to you. Other times, we are like children 
testing boundaries, ignoring Your call until fear finally 
makes us look back. And still other times we are full of 
youthful rebellion, demanding to be cut loose and set 
free, not knowing how much we still need you. But 
most of all, too often we don't even think ourselves as 
your children. We imagine ourselves as adults 
who have figured it all out and know our own 
way, only to end up stumbling and straying so far.  
 

Remind us, Heavenly Father, that we are always Your 
children, that we are never fully grown up, and that we 
always have much more to learn. Help us to seek You 
every day, to acknowledge that we need Your wisdom 
and guidance, and help us to return to you. In the name 
of Christ, who is our companion on this journey of 
faith, we pray. Amen 
 

Assurance of Pardon:  [based on 1 Peter 2:24] 
Leader: Hear the Good News! Jesus himself bore our sins in 
his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live 
for righteousness; 
People: By his wounds we have been healed.  
Leader: Praise God.  

 

Hearing God's Word 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 53:1-12 

 

Children's Message 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
New Testament Reading: Luke 24:13-27 
 
Sermon 

“God Speaks... And the Message Doesn't Ever Change" 

Responding to God’s Word 
 

Hymn of Response:  “Lord, Speak to Me that I May Speak” 
Lord, speak to me, that I may speak in living echoes 
of  Your tone; as You have sought, so let me seek 
Your erring children lost and lone.  

 

O lead me, Lord, that I may lead the wandering and 
the wavering feet; O feed me, Lord, that I may feed 
Your hungering ones with manna sweet. 

 

O teach me, Lord, that I may teach the precious 
truths which You impart; and wing my words, that 
they may reach the hidden depths of many a heart. 

 

O fill me with Your fulness, Lord, until my very heart 
o’erflow in kindling thought and glowing word, Your 
love to tell, Your praise to show. 
 

Stewardship Sunday:  Prayer of Dedication 
Leader: Creator of all, the earth is yours, the world 
and all who live in it. You have entrusted us with 
gifts—time, talent, energy, money— and asked us to 
use them to build your kingdom. 
People: With thanks and praise we respond to 
your call. 
Leader: We bring a portion of these gifts you have 
given in our pledge card this year, returning to 
you just a small portion of the great generosity you 
have shown to us. 
People: With thanks and praise we respond to 
your call. 
Leader: Lord, we offer ourselves, our lives, our 
hopes and fears, our dollars, and our hours to you 
this day. We commit ourselves to work for your 
world, to love and serve as you direct us. 
People: With thanks and praise we respond to 
your call. 
Leader: We ask your blessing on this as we seek to 
follow you with heart, mind, and soul. Bless also 
these gifts, our investment in your future, that they 
may multiply in faith, hope, and love. And all God's 
people said, 
People: Amen. 

 
 


