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Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Cre-
ator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 
unsearchable. 

Isaiah 40:28 
Dear Members and Friends of Union Presbyterian Church, 
Recently my family’s oven sputtered out. It had a good run but it was time for a re-
placement. As it was being installed, one of my kids asked me how an oven worked. 
I explained how the gas and electricity connected to the oven. How you started the 
oven, put in the temperature, and pressed “bake.” But as I explained it, I realized how 
little I actually knew about how the inside of an oven worked. I know how to use an 
oven… but if one came to me in little pieces I would be in trouble. 
 

I think that our understanding of God is a bit like my understanding of an oven. 
There are “ways” we can know God and ways that we can never really know him. In 
his book “None Greater: The Undomesticated Attributes of God,” Matthew Barrett 
writes that it is impossible to truly know God. It’s not just that God is bigger than us. 
He’s different than you and I in more than degree. God is different from us in “kind.” 
We are finite, he is infinite. He is the Creator, we are the created. Barrett writes that 
“there is no one like God. He is as Isaiah 40:28 says, ‘unsearchable…’ It’s not only 
true that God is incomparable, but he is also incomprehensible. His power, his 
knowledge, his presence, and his wisdom are inexhaustible and unfathomable. No 
one ever has known, and no one ever will know, the depths of his essence, the scope 
of his might, or the height of his glory.” When Moses asked to see God face to face, 
God responded that if Moses were to see his face, Moses would die. God only         
allowed Moses to see his back as he passed. Barrett writes that God is sort of like the 
sun. If we look too long at the sun we will lose our sight. If we tried to approach the 
sun we would disintegrate long before we got anywhere near it. Our sun is just one 
more thing that God has created. God is so different from us, so much bigger, it’s 
mind boggling. 
 

And yet, if we read Isaiah 40:28, we can see that it still is possible to know God. In 
the very same verse where we read that God is unsearchable we also read that God is 
everlasting, that he is our creator, and that he does not grow faint or grow weary. In 
fact, even the fact that Isaiah says that God is unfathomable is something that we can 
fathom about God. Barret argues that while we cannot ever come to understand 
God’s essence (who he is) we can come to understand his works (what God has done 
and revealed about himself to us). This is why Scripture is so important, right? It’s 
why Christ is so made flesh. While we will never truly understand God, we can come 
to understand  the ways God has revealed himself to us. It’s sort of like my oven. I do 
not understand how my oven works on the inside, but I can understand how it works 
in this world and rely on it to cook food for me. 
 

The reason I bring all this up, is that I’ve recently realized how often I wish it was the 
other way around. We can’t understand God’s essence but we can get to know how 
he has revealed himself to us.  Often I kind of wish it was reversed. I often wish I 
could understand God’s will perfectly, what his plan for the world is, and what his 
plan for me is. And I kinda wish sometimes that I didn’t have to keep working so 
hard at growing 
 

[continued on next page]  
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in a relationship with God in order to better understand who he is revealed to be. Just the other day in the 
Tuesday morning Bible Study we were talking about how hard it is for us to know God’s plans, because God 
can use any situation and any person for his glory. And while we do know from Scripture what some of God’s 
end game will look like, we usually only understand his short game after the fact in reflection. I really wish I 
could perfectly understand what God is up to sometimes. 
 

It’s just like us, to want what we cannot have, isn’t it? Our desire to understand God’s essence, his plan, and 
the future he has laid out, is just one more way we can get distracted from  spending time doing something 
that actually is worthwhile… getting to know God better and learning more about what he’s revealed to us in 
Scripture and through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. This summer, let us all let go of our attempts to 
understand that which is “unsearchable” about God, and instead dive in to better understand what he has re-
vealed to us through his Word (Christ) and in his word (Scripture). 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor James   
 

WORSHIP IN JUNE 
During the month of June, we invite you to join us as we look each Sunday at what it means to be invited into 
God’s Kingdom. Join us as we explore the who, what, where, why, and when of the greatest party we will ev-
er be invited to! It definitely is not something we’ll want to forget to RSVP for! 
  

“Series: The Invitation is in the Mail” 
May 30; Luke 14:12-24, “The Invitation is in the Mail… Who’s on the Return Address?” 
 -Trinity Sunday; Memorial Day Weekend 
June 6; Isaiah 55:1-5, “The Invitation is in the Mail… What Kind of Party is It?” 
 

*June 13; Psalm 20, “Trusting in the Name of the Lord” Guest Preacher* 
 

June 20; Luke 9:10-17, “The Invitation is in the Mail… When is it? 
 -Father’s Day 
June 27; Act 8: 26-38 ”The Invitation is in the Mail… Don’t Forget to RSVP!” 

 
 

 
 
PARDON OUR MESS 
Over the next couple months there will some changes to our Sanctuary in order to 
get the sound system, projection and video equipment all in one place. This will 
ultimately allow us to live stream our indoor services.  You may notice that one of 

our back pews has already been moved to the hallway.  B&G has just approved the plans for a special table to 
be built to match the pews and house the equipment. As C&T gets the equipment set up, there may also be a 
temporary table put in until the permanent one is finished. The finished plans will also include 3 chairs in the 
back for those with back problems or mobility issues.  Thank you for your patience and understanding as 
these changes take place. 
 

Also, due to these changes our online worship service will be changing very soon. In a few weeks time we 
hope to be transitioning from an online bulletin that can be used for worship to a video of our indoor service 
(available to watch later in the day on Sunday). In just a month or two we hope this will further transition to a 
video that can be live streamed Sunday morning or watched later. 
 

INSIDE WORSHIP SURVEY 
Thank you to everyone one who submitted a worship survey this last month.  The Worship & Commitment 
Committee is currently carefully going through all of the surveys in order to make a recommendation to the 
Session based on what you’ve shared!  
 

Please keep your ears open! W&C hopes that we will be returning to one indoor service soon. We will keep 
you appraised of timing and plans as they are finalized.   
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The first part of Union’s future prayer walking trails have been roughed in. Two trail loops have been put in 
the woods behind the cemetery. You can access them by following the fence behind the youth building to-
ward the cemetery. We hope that in the coming months we might 
be able to get a second trail added (connecting the trails behind the 
cemetery to Stephen’s Stump)! But what has been done so far looks 
awesome! You can begin to imagine what things will look like in 
the future! 
 

Check out the Trails 
After each worship service on June 20th, we invite you to come 
down and explore the current trails to see what they have to offer. 
We will even have someone available to serve as a tour guide at 
both 10:00 and 12:00!  If you can’t make it on June 20th, we invite 
you to grab a friend or 2 and use the map in the trail insert to check 
it out on your own time!  
 

Help Name the Trails 
During the month of June, we invite you or your family to partici-
pate in a contest to help name the trails and resting stops along the 
way. There will ultimately be 4 trails and 7 stops. We invite you to 
use the trail insert in the newsletter to write down and submit your 
own ideas for what these trails and stops should be called. We are 
hoping to receive some wonderful and spiritual submissions. Wit-
ness & Service will keep the very best submissions to draw out of a 
hat what the names of our trails and stops will be called! 
 

What might the Trails be Used? 
We hope that the trails will ultimately be used by the congregation 
and community as a place to commune with God in nature. For more 
information about “forest bathing” we invite you to check out the arti-
cle included in the trail insert. We hope to have 7 stops along the trail 
where walkers can use provided devotions to be able to read Scripture 
or pray along the way. We hope that the trails might also be used for 
children’s programs through the library and by our own children and 
youth ministries! There is nothing like a prayerful walk through na-
ture to help renew one’s relationship with God! 
  

What’s next? 
We know that there are some final steps needed to get the trails ready 
to go! Signs need to go up for both safety and to help direct people.  
Trash cans need to be purchased. Plans need to be made to help keep 
the trails clear of garbage and from getting overgrown. Benches need 
to be built or donated and devotions need to be created that people might use on the trails. We also need to 
do something about the fence falling down at the trailhead! We encourage you to be on the look out for fu-
ture planning meetings, work days, and for our official grand opening!! 
 

A Big Thank You 
W&S wishes to thank everyone who has helped get the trail to where it is now! A very special thank you to 
Billy Wilson and especially George and John Ratchford for giving freely of their time, sweat, and equipment 
for roughing in those trails! Also thanks to all of you who helped find the corners of the property behind the 
cemetery and for those who helped figure out where those trails could go.   
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CEMETERY NEWS 

The Cemetery Committee has established some rules and standards for existing cemetery lots and niches in 
the columbarium due in August.  The updated prices on grave lots and niches are as follows: 

One grave   $  400.00 

  Ten grave lot   $2000.00 

  Half of ten grave lot  $1200.00  (spacing more limited than other lots) 

  Five grave lot   $1400.00 (with similar spacing as other lots)  

  One niche   $  500.00 (2 urns per niche) 

Grave lots will be sold to only church members one per married couple or single person.  Once purchased, the 
grave lots can only be resold to the Cemetery Committee.  The columbarium for the church cemetery will be 
numbered 1 thru 48 on the west side and 49 thru 96 on the east side.  The niches will be sold in numeric or-
der.  The niches will be sold to only church members one per married couple or single person.  If someone 
already has a cemetery lot, they will not be able to purchase a niche.  Once purchased, the niche can only be 
resold to the Cemetery Committee.   

Floral arrangements or any decorative items cannot be attached to the niches.  The Cemetery Committee 
strongly recommends grave markers be placed (with Cemetery Committee’s guidance) and engraved prompt-
ly after burial; niches be engraved promptly after urn placement; and grave corner markers be placed (with 
Cemetery Committee’s guidance) on grave lots when purchased   These recommendations are being suggest-
ed to ensure data integrity for the cemetery records and future generations researching genealogical infor-
mation.  If you have questions, contact any of the Cemetery Committee members: Billy Jones, Kathy Kytle, 
Glenn Sparrow, Brice Thompson, Jr., and Billy Wilson.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HAPPY YEARS…..WE NEED YOUR INPUT 
 

The Happy Years group has not met since February 2020 
due to the pandemic.  As we are gradually moving  
forward from the pandemic, we would like your ideas, 
suggestions, or input on Happy Years to make it more fun 
and meaningful. Happy Years is open to anyone whom is 
interested in good fellowship and fun. Age requirements 
and church affiliation are not necessary. We had been 
meeting on the third Wednesday of each month at 12 
PM for food and fellowship.  A meal is provided with 
donations being given. Do we need a different day or time 
for meeting? Do we need to meet every other month or 
every quarter? Do we need to look at doing something 
different monthly or each quarter? We welcome any 
thoughts, ideas, or suggestions. Contact Kathy Kytle with 
your input.  

 
YOU ARE INVITED! 
 

Hannah Grigg, Graduating Class of 2021, is 
having a graduation party and YOU are invited.  
Come  Friday, June 11 from 6 - 8 PM to the 
church and help us celebrate! 
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LET’S ROAR...VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
VBS will begin on July 26 - 30, 6 PM - 8:30 PM, so mark your calendars!  There will be dinner, a Bible 
 lesson, crafts, music and so much more! We need you to help make this year’s VBS the best yet! Please see 
the insert for ways you can help 

 

SAMARITAN”S PURSE OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Christmas boxes are now available at the main entrance for collection of items for boys and 
girls.  These boxes are due in September and you will find a list of items suggested on the 
table beside the boxes.   
 

BABY BOTTLE BLESSINGS! 
The baby bottles with your donations to Crisis Pregnancy are due on Father’s Day, June 20.  If you would 
rather simply make a donation, please mark your donation for Baby Bottle Blessings.  

 
IT’S VACATION TIME! 
Pastor James will be on vacation from June 7 through June 16.  The pastoral contact during his vacation 
will be  Rev. Chris Vogado from New Hope Presbyterian Church.  Rev. Vogado’s email is  
Chris.Vogado@nhpchurch.com . If you have need his phone number, please contact one of the elders or the 
church office.   
 

Nancy will be on vacation Tuesday, June 22 and Wednesday, June 23.  The church office will be closed 
Monday, June 21 through Wednesday, June 23. 
 

PASTOR’S DAY OFF 
Pastor James’ day off during the summer months will be Thursdays. He will be available as always for  
emergency pastoral needs on any day, but we hope you will give him space on Thursdays with the  
nonessentials!  

 
BIBLE STUDY IN ISAIAH 
Union’s Tuesday Bible study will start back up on June 15 after 2 weeks off.  Come join us as we look  
deeper into the Word of God. 
 

WELCOME BAGS 
C & T is pleased to announce that the distribution of Welcome Bags to those new in our commu-
nity will start up again soon.  We hope you will help us with getting these small tokens of      
welcome to our new neighbors! 
 

 

 
 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the graduation gifts!  The gift card will certainly be put to good 
use.  I am enjoying reading the book.  I have already received so many compliments on 
the beautiful necklace!  I am very blessed to be a part of this loving church family.  
Thank ya’ll for the support and guidance that has been shown to me over the years.  I 
am grateful to have so many wonderful Christian role models in our church!  Thanks 
again for everything!  Love ya’ll, Kennedy 
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FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF 
APRIL 2021 

 

           April             Year to Date 
Revenue      $16,217              $100,304 
Expenses       18,199      106,987 
                       -1,982        -6,683  
 
Monthly Budget Requirements       $18,958 
       

Special Offerings 
One Great Hour of Sharing          $1,135 
Pentecost       135 
      
If you have any questions regarding the financial 

information of the Church, please feel free to 
contact Martha Simmons, Disbursing Treasurer, 

or any member of the Finance Committee.   
Martha is responsible for disbursements only.  

Questions regarding your financial giving to the 
Church should be directed to Jason Morrison, 

Treasurer.   

Lift Bert and Eva Sigmon in prayer as Bert's dementia progresses. Bert is the former Stated Clerk of PWNC 
and previously served the Duncan's Creek Presbyterian Church as their Commissioned Pastor. 

Prayers are appreciated for Karen Phillips as she recovers from a badly broken arm from a fall that occurred 5 
weeks ago. She is currently undergoing physical therapy and is coming along, but it will take some time to 
heal. Karen is the wife of Tom Phillips, Honorably Retired Pastor of Presbytery. 

Please pray for Carol Larson as she recovers from surgery. Carol is the wife of Dick Larson, chair of General 
Council and former Presbytery moderator. 

Remember Jose Palacios, husband of PWNC Guatemala Coordinator Marie Palacios, as he undergoes radia-
tion treatments. 

Prayers are encouraged for Ronnie Puckett, husband of PWNC staff member Marcia Puckett. Ronnie was di-
agnosed with squamous cell carcinoma (back of the tongue and three lymph nodes) and is currently undergo-
ing chemo and radiation treatments. 

Please pray for John and Marcia Mount Shoop (Pastor at Grace Covenant), and their family, as John recovers 
from recent surgery for a rare cancer called Langerhans Cell Histiocytosis, and as further medical treatments 
are undertaken.    

PWNC Prayer Concerns 

JUNE 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
Each Sunday 

9 AM 
Outdoor Service 

10 AM 
Sunday School 

11 AM 
Indoor Service 

 1   
 
 
 

6 PM 
B & G 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
   

 6 PM 
 C & T 

4 5 
 

6             2:30 PM 

SOC 
 
 

5 PM 
Celebration for 

Sherry Maples at 
Martha Rivers Park 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13  
12 PM  
W & C 

 
2:30 PM 
W & S 

 

14 15 
 

10 AM 
Bible Study 

 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 

 

 

 

18 
 
 

 
 
 

19 
 

20  
 

Father’s Day 

21 22  10 AM 

     Bible  
     Study 

23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

24 

 

25 
 
 

26 

27  

 

2:30 PM 
Session 

28 

 

 

29 
10 AM      
Bible 
Study 

 

 

30 
 
 
 
l 

27 28 
 

 

29 

30   31      

 

 

8 PM 

Pastor on Vacation 

Pastor on Vacation 

Nancy on Vacation 

Church Office Closed 
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June 6   Celebration-Martha Rivers Park 

July 26-30  Vacation Bible School 

Reverend  James Holeman 

 Pastor 
 

Sherry Maples 

Music Director/Accompanist 
 

Nancy Newman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

 Church Hours 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Tuesday—Friday 

Office Closed Monday and Saturday 


