
Order of Service 08.08.21 
 

Gathering for God’s Word 
 
Prelude 
  
Choral Introit 

#314, “Christ Be Our Light," vs. 1, 2, 5 
 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
Longing for truth, we turn to You. 
Make us Your own, Your holy people 
Light for the world to see. 
 
Refrain: 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 
 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
 
Many the gifts, many the people 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another 
Making Your kingdom come. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
  
Time of Silence & Ringing of the Bell 
  
Call to Worship 

[Based on Psalm 104:1, 31-33] 
Leader: Praise the Lord! Lord God, how great you are! 
People: You are robed with honor and with majesty; you are dressed in a robe 
of light. 
Leader: Lord, you look on the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains and 
they smoke. 
People: We will sing to the Lord as long as we live. We will praise our God to our 
last breath! 
Leader: May the glory of the Lord last forever! 

 



Preparing for God's Word 
 

Hymn of Adoration 
#613, "How Majestic is Your Name” 
 
O Lord, our Lord 
How majestic is Your name in all the earth 
O Lord, our Lord 
How majestic is Your name in all the earth 
O Lord, we praise Your name  
O Lord, we magnify Your name  
Prince of peace, mighty God 
O Lord, God Almighty 
 
 

Prayer of Confession  
[time of silent confession] 
All:  Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin. Although Christ 
is among us as our peace, we are often a people divided.  Even in your church, 
we cling to the values of a broken world. The profit and pleasures we pursue 
often hurt others. The fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against 
neighbor and nation against nation. We use your good gifts of imagination and 
freedom, of intellect and reason, thinking of only how to help ourselves and our 
loved ones. Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to serve 
you in the world though Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
[Based on 1 Peter 2:24] 
Leader: Hear the Good News. Jesus himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so 
that, free from sins we might live for righteousness; 
People: By his wounds we have been healed. 
Leader: For we were going astray like sheep, but now have been returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of our souls. 
People: This is the Good News: in Jesus Christ we are sought, we are found, and 
we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

 
Hearing God's Word 

 
Time with Young Disciples 

Ages 12 and under gather up front as congregation sings “Jesus Loves Me.” After the 
Children's Message, the children may return to sit with their families. 
 

Hymn of Preparation 
#442, "Just As I Am Without One Plea" 
 



Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt 
Fighting and fears within without 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come 
 
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve 
Because Thy promise I believe 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come 
 
Just as I am - Thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come! 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

New Testament Reading: 1 Peter 2:4-10 
4   As you come to him, the living Stone — rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him —  5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.  6 For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious 
cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  7 Now to 
you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone 
the builders rejected has become the capstone,”  8 and, “A stone that causes men to 
stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the 
message — which is also what they were destined for.  
9   But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging 
to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 
his wonderful light.  10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of 
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

 
Sermon 

“Exiles Filled With Hope... Weighty Words” 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
[The Apostles Creed] 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; 



and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Hymn of Reponse 

#838, "Standing on the Promises" 
 
Standing on the promises of Christ my King, 
Through eternal ages let His praises ring, 
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 
Standing on the promises of God. 
 
Refrain: 
Standing, standing, 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior; 
Standing, standing, 
I’m standing on the promises of God. 
 
Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 
When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, 
By the living Word of God I shall prevail, 
Standing on the promises of God. 
 
Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 
Bound to Him eternally by love’s strong cord, 
Overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword, 
Standing on the promises of God. 
 
Standing on the promises I cannot fall, 
List’ning every moment to the Spirit’s call, 
Resting in my Savior as my all in all, 
Standing on the promises of God. 
 



Prayers of the People 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

 
[particular prayers] 
 
Leader: Heavenly Father, full of mercy, 
People:  Hear us as we pray. 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Choral Anthem 
"Rain Down" 
Union Choir 
 

Benediction 
 

Benediction Response 
#702, "Christ Be Beside Me,” vs. 1, 2  
 
Christ be beside me, Christ be before me, 
Christ be behind me, King of my heart. 
Christ be within me, Christ be below me, 
Christ be above me, never to part. 
 
Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand, 
Christ all around me, shield in the strife. 
Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting, 
Christ in my rising, light of my heart. 

 
Postlude 
 


